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President Barack Obama listens in the James Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House in Washington, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2014, where he spoke about the econ¬ 
omy, Iraq, and Ukraine, before convening a meeting with his national security team on the militant threat in Syria and Iraq. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 


Obama Tamps Down Prospect of Strikes in Syria 


JULIE PACE 
AP White House 
Correspondent 
WASHINGTON 
(AP) — President 
Barack Obama tamped 
down the prospect of im¬ 
minent U.S. military action 
in Syria on Thursday, saying 
“we don’t have a strategy 
yet” for degrading the vio¬ 
lent militant group seeking 
to establish a caliphate in 
the Middle East. 

The president spoke shortly 


before convening a meet¬ 
ing of his national security 
advisers to discuss a range 
of Pentagon options for 
confronting the Islamic 
State group. 

The U.S. is already strik¬ 
ing militant targets in Iraq, 
and administration officials 
have said the president 
was considering similar ac¬ 
tion in neighboring Syria. 
Obama’s decision to speak 
on the matter Thursday ap¬ 
peared aimed at clarify¬ 


ing the speed with which 
he planned to decide on 
expanding the U.S. military 
response. 

While some officials have 
indicated the process 
would be fast-moving, the 
president suggested a lon¬ 
ger timeline Thursday. 

“We don’t have a strategy 
yet,” the president said. “I 
think that's not just my as¬ 
sessment, but the assess¬ 
ment of our military, as well. 
We need to make sure that 


we’ve got clear plans, that 
we're developing them.” 
The statement ap¬ 
peared certain to open 
up Obama to criticism from 
Republicans who have 
complained for months 
that the president lacked 
a broad strategy for con¬ 
fronting militants in Iraq and 
Syria. 

White House officials quick¬ 
ly sought to clean up after 
the president, insisting that 
he was only talking about a 


lack of a clear military strat¬ 
egy in Syria, not a more 
wide-ranging approach 
to degrading the Islamic 
State. 

Indeed, Obama outlined 
the beginnings of what he 
called a “regional strat¬ 
egy” that could involve 
other nations and focus on 
political as well as military 
solutions. 


Continued from page 4 
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With tanks and heavy armor; 
Ukraine accuses Russia of invasion 


DALTON BENNETT 
JIM HEINTZ 
RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
NOVOAZOVSK, Ukraine 
(AP) — Ukraine accused 
Russia on Thursday of en¬ 
tering its territory with tanks, 
artillery and troops, and 
Western powers said Mos¬ 
cow had “outright lied” 
about its role and danger¬ 
ously escalated the con¬ 
flict. 

Russia dismissed the al¬ 
legations, describing the 
fighters there as “Russian 
volunteers.” The Kremlin 
has repeatedly denied 
arming and supporting the 
separatists who have been 
fighting Ukrainian troops for 


“We agree — if there was 
ever any doubt — that Rus¬ 
sia is responsible for the vi¬ 
olence in eastern Ukraine,” 
Obama said. “The violence 
is encouraged by Russia. 
The separatists are trained 
by Russia, they are armed 
by Russia, they are funded 
by Russia.” 

He added that Russia “has 
deliberately and repeat¬ 
edly violated the sover¬ 
eignty and territorial integ¬ 
rity of Ukraine, and the new 
images of Russian forces 
inside Ukraine make that 
plain for the world to see.” 
But Obama ruled out a 
military confrontation be¬ 
tween the U.S. and Russia. 
He said Russia’s activity in 


ing in the internal affairs of 
sovereign states.” 

Russian stock markets fell 
as Switzerland joined the 
European Union in impos¬ 
ing restrictions on Russian 
state banks and fears grew 
that the U.S. and EU could 
impose more sanctions 
on Russian businesses and 
individuals in response to 
the military escalation. Rus¬ 
sia’s MICEX index dropped 
nearly 2 percent on Thurs¬ 
day, and major Russian 
state banks VTB and Sber¬ 
bank dropped more than 
4 percent. 

The strategic southeast¬ 
ern town of Novoazovsk, 
which has come under 
shelling for three days, ap- 



Pro-Russian rebels hold their guns as they patrol the Lenin square in the town of Donetsk, eastern 
Ukraine, Thursday, Aug. 28, 2014. Ukraine's president Petro Poroshenko called an emergency 
meeting of the nation's security council and canceled a foreign trip Thursday, declaring that 
“Russian forces have entered Ukraine,” as concerns grew about the opening of a new front in 
the conflict. (AP Photo/Mstislav Chernov) 


“Russian forces have en¬ 
tered Ukraine,” President 
Petro Poroshenko said in 
Kiev, canceling a foreign 
trip and calling an emer¬ 
gency meeting of his secu¬ 
rity council. 

He urged Ukrainians to re¬ 
main calm. 

“Destabilization of the situ¬ 
ation and panic, this is as 
much of a weapon of the 
enemy as tanks,” Porosh¬ 
enko told the council. 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama spoke with Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, and both leaders 
agreed Russia must face 
consequences for its ac¬ 
tions. 


Russian Ambassador Vi¬ 
taly Churkin offered a spir¬ 
ited defense, saying Kiev 
“is waging war against its 
own people.” He did deny 
not the Russian presence, 
saying “there are Russian 
volunteers in eastern parts 
of Ukraine. No one is hid¬ 
ing that." But Power coun¬ 
tered: “A Russian soldier 
who chooses to fight in 
Ukraine on summer break is 
still a Russian soldier." 
Churkin questioned the 
presence of Western advis¬ 
ers and asked where Ukrai¬ 
nian troops were getting 
weapons. He said he want¬ 
ed to “send a message to 
Washington: Stop interfer¬ 


A senior NATO official said 
the estimate of 1,000 Rus¬ 
sian troops in Ukraine was a 
conservative one, adding 
that another 20,000 Russian 
troops were right over the 
border. The troops who en¬ 
tered Ukraine had sophisti¬ 
cated equipment, he said. 
“The hand from behind is 
becoming more and more 
overt now,” Brig. Gen. Nico 
Tak said at NATO’s military 
headquarters. 

Russia’s ultimate aim was 
to stave off defeat for the 
separatists and turn east¬ 
ern Ukraine into a “frozen 
conflict” that would de¬ 
stabilize the country indefi¬ 
nitely, he saidO 



Hackers attack 5 US 
banks in cybertheft 

NICOLE PERLROTH 
© 2014 New York Times 

A number of U.S. banks, including JPMorgan Chase and 
at least four others, were struck by hackers in a series of 
coordinated attacks this month, according to four peo¬ 
ple briefed on a continuing investigation into the crimes. 
The hackers infiltrated the networks of the banks, siphon¬ 
ing off gigabytes of data, including checking and savings 
account information, in what security experts described 
as a sophisticated cyberattack. 

The motivation and origin of the attacks are not yet clear, 
according to investigators. The FBI is involved in the inves¬ 
tigation, and in the past few weeks a number of security 
firms have been brought in to conduct forensic studies of 
the penetrated computer networks. 

According to two other people briefed on the matter, 
hackers infiltrated the computer networks of some banks 
and stole checking and savings account information 
from clients. It was not clear whether the attacks were 
financially motivated, or they were collecting intelligence 
as part of an espionage effort. 

JPMorgan has not seen any increased fraud levels, one 
person familiar with the situation said. 

“Companies of our size unfortunately experience cyber¬ 
attacks nearly every day,” said Patricia Wexler, a JPMor¬ 
gan spokeswoman. “We have multiple layers of defense 
to counteract any threats and constantly monitor fraud 
levels.” 

Joshua Campbell, an FBI spokesman, said the agency 
was working with the Secret Service to assess the full 
scope of the attacks. 

“Combating cyberthreats and criminals remains a top 
priority for the United States government," he said. 

The intrusions were first reported by Bloomberg, which in¬ 
dicated that they were the work of Russian hackers. But 
security experts and government officials said they had 
not yet made that conclusion. 

Earlier this year, iSight Partners, a security firm in Dallas that 
provides intelligence on online threats, warned compa¬ 
nies that they should be prepared for cyberattacks from 
Russia in retaliation for Western economic sanctions. 

But Adam Meyers, the head of threat intelligence at 
CrowdStrike, a security firm that works with banks, said it 
would be “premature” to suggest the attacks were moti¬ 
vated by sanctions. 

Russian hackers began a monthlong online assault on Es¬ 
tonia in 2007 that nearly crippled the Baltic nation, after 
Estonian government workers moved a Soviet-era war 
memorial from the Estonian capital. 

Still, security experts say that the stealthy nature of the 
recent attacks suggests that their motivation was not po¬ 
litical. 

The U.S. banking sector has been a frequent target for 
hackers in recent years, with the vast majority of attacks 
motivated by financial theft. 

But not all of them. Over the past two years, banks have 
been targeted in a series of politically motivated attacks 
from Iran, in which a group of Iranian hackers flooded 
U.S. banking sites with so much online traffic - a method 
called a distributed denial of service, or DDoS, attack - 
that the websites slowed or intermittently collapsed. 
Hackers who took credit for those attacks said they went 
after the banks in retaliation for an anti-Islam video that 
mocked the Prophet Muhammad and pledged to con¬ 
tinue the attacks until the video was removed from the 
Internet. 

U.S. intelligence officials said the group was actually a 
cover for the Iranian government. Officials claimed Iran 
was waging the attacks in retaliation for Western eco¬ 
nomic sanctions and for attacks on its own systemsO 
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High school buddies followed similar path to jihad 


AMY FORLITI 
Associated Press 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — The 

two high school bud¬ 
dies loved to shoot hoops 
and crack jokes with their 
friends. They both convert¬ 
ed to Islam in early adult¬ 
hood. And both were re¬ 
cruited by terror groups 
to leave the United States 
and die for jihadist causes. 
It wasn't immediately clear 
how Douglas McAuthur 
McCain and Troy Kastigar 
were drawn into radical¬ 
ism after their initial conver¬ 
sion to the Muslim faith or 
whether they might have 
influenced one another 
along the way. But the two 
best friends went down 
similar paths and met the 
same end. 

Both young men attended 
Robbinsdale Cooper High 
School in the Minneapolis 
suburb of New Hope. Kasti- 
gar was in the class of 1999, 
though he left school in 
February of that year with¬ 
out a diploma, according 
to school records. McCain 
went to Robbinsdale from 
1997 to 1999, before trans¬ 
ferring to nearby Armstrong 
High School. He did not 
graduate either. 

Address records show Mc¬ 
Cain lived at Kastigar's 
house for a period from 
2000 to 2001, although that 
could not be independent¬ 
ly verified. 

“They were really funny 
guys. They were goofy. They 
were just always laughing, 


hanging out together, jok¬ 
ing around. They were just 
nice,” said Alicia Adams, a 
former classmate who was 
friends with both McCain 
and Kastigar in high school. 
There was nothing in their 
background or behavior 
to “make you think they 
would become an extrem¬ 
ist or a killer or anything of 
fhe sort,” she said Thursday. 
People who knew the pair 
were “trying to wrap all of 
our heads around it.” 

U.S. officials confirmed this 
week that the 33-year-old 
McCain was killed in Syria 
while fighting with the Is¬ 
lamic State group. Officials 
have said fhaf Kasfigarwas 
killed in Somalia in Septem¬ 
ber 2009 while fighting with 
the terror group al-Shabab. 
The U.S. State Department 
said Wednesday it was 
looking into reports that a 
second American fighting 
with the Islamic State group 
had been killed in Syria. 
Anders Folk, a former feder¬ 
al prosecutor who handled 
the al-Shabab cases in Min¬ 
nesota, said it’s noteworthy 
that two converts with no 
familial ties to Syria or So¬ 
malia latched on to the 
most extreme interpreta¬ 
tion of Islam. 

“The fact that two guys 
from the Midwest, from 
Minnesota, could both be 
recruited by different ter¬ 
rorist organizations in differ¬ 
ent foreign countries shows 
how effective the rheto¬ 
ric is at converting certain 


people to the cause,” Folk 
said. “It also shows that the 
message isn’t about where 
you go or what country you 
go to, but the message is 
about joining the fight. And 
that message is resonating 


with young men in Ameri¬ 
ca." 

Both young men had minor 
criminal records, including 
charges of disorderly con¬ 
duct, traffic violations and 
instances in which they 
gave false names to police 
officers. 

The two friends were not 
into organized sports, but 
both loved basketball — 
McCain's favorite team 
was his hometown Chica¬ 
go Bulls — and the teens 
were always playing at 
neighborhood parks and 
at the Y, Adams said. 


Neither Kastigar nor Mc¬ 
Cain converted to Islam 
while in high school, Ad¬ 
ams said. McCain’s Twitter 
feed included a May 14 
posf fhaf said he “reverted 
to Islam 10 years ago" and 


called it the best thing to 
happen to him. 

Adams said she had kept 
in touch with McCain over 
Facebook and through 
phone calls, and she last 
spoke with him within the 
past year, when he was liv¬ 
ing in San Diego. She said 
he was doing work in a 
mosque there, had trav¬ 
eled to Europe and had 
hopes of being a rapper. 
McCain loved learning 
about Islam and “sharing 
his newfound faith” with 
anyone who would listen, 
but he was not radical and 


was respectful of others' 
beliefs, Adams said. 

“He was just now a Muslim,” 
she said. “There was noth¬ 
ing at all that would make 
me think that this would be 
where he would end up." 
Kastigar, who went by the 
nickname Abdirahman, 
left Minneapolis in Novem¬ 
ber 2008. A 2011 report by 
the GOP House Homeland 
Security committee says he 
was killed in Somalia in Sep¬ 
tember 2009. He was 28. 

In August of last year, al- 
Shabab released a video 
that featured Kastigar and 
other Minnesota men. In 
the nearly 40-minute video, 
Kastigar compared his ex¬ 
periences in Somalia to be¬ 
ing in an amusement park. 
“If you guys only knew how 
much fun we have over 
here — fhis is fhe real Dis¬ 
neyland,” he said. “You 
need to come here and 
join us and take pleasure in 
this fun." 

The video also showed Kas- 
figar's shrouded corpse. 
Kastigar's mother, Julie, did 
not come to the door when 
visited Wednesday by an 
Associated Press reporter, 
and she declined to com¬ 
ment on Thursday. In an in¬ 
terview with the New York 
Daily News, she described 
both young men as “sort of 
searching." 

“I think both of them had 
a really strong desire to be 
needed and (be) of val¬ 
ue,” the paper quoted her 
as saying. □ 



This combination of photos released by the Hennepin Coun¬ 
ty, Minn., Sheriff’s Office show Troy Kastigar (left) and Douglas 
McAuthur McCain. Officials have said that Kastigar, a friend of 
McCain, was killed in Somalia in September 2009 while fighting 
with the terror group al-Shabab. In August 2014, U.S. officials 
confirmed that the 33-year-old McCain was killed in Syria while 
fighting with the Islamic State group. 

(AP Photo/Hennepin County, Minn. SO) 
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Obama tamps down prospect of strikes in Syria 


Continued from Front 


In blunt terms, the presi¬ 
dent said it was time for 
Middle Eastern nations to 
“stop being ambivalent” 
about the aims of extrem¬ 
ist groups like the Islamic 
State. 


“They have no ideology 
beyond violence and 
chaos and the slaugh¬ 
ter of innocent peo¬ 
ple,” Obama said, alluding 
to the group's announce¬ 
ment last week that it had 
killed American journalist 
James Foley. The militants 
also have threatened to kill 


other U.S. hostages in Syria. 
The president said he was 
dispatching Secretary of 
State John Kerry to the 
Middle East soon to discuss 
the matter with regional 
partners. Obama will also 
meet with world leaders in 
Europe next week during a 
NATO summit. 


The heightened threat from 
the Islamic State comes at 
a time of instability else¬ 
where in the world that has 
challenged Obama’s de¬ 
sire to keep the U.S. out 
of military conflicts. Russia 
has escalated its threaten¬ 
ing moves in Ukraine, with 
Ukrainian officials accusing 



President Barack Obama 
leaves the James Brady Press 
Briefing Room of the White 
House in Washington, Thurs¬ 
day, Aug. 28, 2014 before 
convening a meeting with 
his national security team on 
the militant threat in Syria and 
Iraq. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 

Russia on Thursday of en¬ 
tering its territory with tanks, 
artillery and troops. 

Despite the increased ten¬ 
sions, Obama ruled out any 
military options in Ukraine 
and proposed no shift in 
an American-led strategy 
that has yet to convince 
Moscow to halt opera¬ 
tions against its far weaker 
neighbor. In outlining his 
strategy for confronting the 
Islamic State, the president 
said his top priority remains 
rolling back the militants' 
gains in Iraq, where he has 
said they pose a threat to 
U.S. personnel in Erbil and 
Baghdad. 

“Our focus right now is to 
protect American person¬ 
nel on the ground in Iraq, 
to protect our embassy, to 
protect our consulates, to 
make sure that critical in¬ 
frastructure that could ad¬ 
versely affect our person¬ 
nel is protected,” he said. 
Some of Obama’s top mili¬ 
tary advisers have said the 
Islamic State cannot be 
defeated unless the U.S. 
also goes after the group 
inside Syria. The president 
didn’t rule out that possibil¬ 
ity, but said that if he were 
fo expand the military mis¬ 
sion, he would consult with 
members of Congress, who 
are due to return to Wash¬ 
ington in early September. 
However, the president 
did not commit to seeking 
a vote from Congress if he 
were to decide to proceed 
with military action. Q 
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Drugs killed Oklahoma inmate in troubled execution 


TIM TALLEY 
Associated Press 
OKLAHOMA CITY (AP) 
— An Oklahoma death 
row inmate who writhed, 
moaned and clenched his 
teeth before he was pro¬ 
nounced dead about 43 
minutes after his execution 


Director Robert Patton had 
said inmate Clayton Lock¬ 
ett died from a heart at¬ 
tack about 10 minutes after 
he ordered the execution 
stopped. It hadn't been 
clear whether all three ex¬ 
ecution drugs administered 
to Lockett had actually 


cause of death was “judi¬ 
cial execution by lethal 
injection.” But the report 
does not answer why the 
execution took so long and 
why Lockett writhed on the 
gurney. 

Lockett’s attorney, David 
Autry, did not immediately 



The gurney in the execution chamber at the Oklahoma State Penitentiary is pictured in McAlester, 
Okla. A report on a problematic execution in Oklahoma shows lethal drugs caused the inmate to 
die, not a heart attack, after the state's prisons chief halted efforts to kill him. 

(AP Photo) 


began succumbed to the 
lethal drugs he was admin¬ 
istered, not a heart attack, 
after the state's prisons 
chief halted efforts to kill 
him, an autopsy report re¬ 
leased Thursday says. 
Department of Corrections 


made it into his system, but 
the independent autopsy 
performed for the state de¬ 
termined they did. 
Southwestern Institute of 
Forensic Sciences at Dallas, 
which performed the au¬ 
topsy, concluded that the 


return a call seeking com¬ 
ment. But Dale Baich of the 
Federal Public Defender's 
Office in Phoenix, who rep¬ 
resents a group of Okla¬ 
homa death row prison¬ 
ers who commissioned an 
independent autopsy of 
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Lockett, said more informa¬ 
tion is needed. 

“What this initial autopsy 
report does not appear 
to answer is what went 
wrong during Mr. Lockett’s 
execution,” Baich said in 
a statement. Oklahoma 
and other death penalty 
states have encountered 
problems in recent years 
obtaining lethal injec¬ 
tion chemicals after major 
drugmakers stopped selling 
them for use in executions. 
That has forced states to 
find alternative drugs, pur¬ 
chased mostly from loosely 
regulated pharmacies that 
custom-make medications. 
Many states refuse to name 
suppliers and offer no de¬ 
tails about how the drugs 
are tested or how execu¬ 
tioners are trained. 
Oklahoma put executions 
on hold after Lockett's April 


29 execution. 

Officials at the Oklahoma 
State Penitentiary in McAl¬ 
ester have said Lockett's 
vein collapsed during the 
lethal injection process. 
The autopsy does not say 
whether that’s the case, 
though it does confirm that 
medical technicians poked 
him about 12 times as they 
tried to find a vein before 
settling on using one in his 
groin. 

Gov. Mary Fallin has or¬ 
dered public safety offi¬ 
cials to review the events 
surrounding Lockett's ex¬ 
ecution, including state 
execution protocols that 
had been changed in the 
weeks ahead of it. The state 
Court of Criminal Appeals 
agreed to not schedule 
executions for six months. 
Three are set for November 
and December. □ 
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A house with sale pending sign in Quincy, Mass. The National Association of Realtors released 
pending home sales index for July on Thursday, Aug. 28, 2014. (AP Photo/Michael Dwyer) 


In hopeful sign; 

Contracts to buy US homes rise 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

More Americans signed 
contracts to buy homes 
in July, a sign that buying 
has improved as mort¬ 
gage rates have slipped, 
the number of listings has 
risen and the rate of price 
increases has slowed. 

The National Association 
of Realtors said Thurs¬ 
day that its seasonally 
adjusted pending home 
sales index rose 3.3 per¬ 
cent to 105.9 last month. 
Still, the index remains 2.1 
percent below its level a 
year ago. 

Ian Shepherdson, chief 
economist at Pantheon 
Macroeconomics, called 
the increase “positive” 
but stressed that home 
buying was unlikely to 
strengthen significantly 
“Sales cannot rise much 
more before they hit the 
fundamental problem 
that the pool of would- 
be buyers is just not big 
enough,” Shepherdson 
said. 

The pressures that 
caused home sales to 
stall last year have start¬ 
ed to ease. The average 


30-year fixed mortgage 
rate has dropped to 4.1 
percent, a 52-week low. 
Prices are no longer rising 
at double-digit annual 
rates, thereby helping to 
improve affordability. 
Pending sales are a ba¬ 
rometer of future pur¬ 
chases. A one- to two- 
month lag usually exists 
between a contract and 
a completed sale. 

The number of signed 
contracts in the North¬ 
east climbed 6.2 percent 
and is ahead of its pace 
last year. Pending sales 
also rose in the South 
and West, though the 
index for both regions 
remains below its levels 
in July 2013. Contracts in 
the Midwest fell 0.4 per¬ 
cent last month and also 
lag behind the pace of a 
year ago. 

Modest wage growth, 
which has barely run 
ahead of inflation, has 
hampered home sales. 
The Realtors forecast that 
roughly 5 million existing 
homes will be sold this 
year, down from 5.1 mil¬ 
lion in 2013. 

But price growth, which 
had hurt affordability at 


the end of last year, has 
moderated in recent 
months. 

The Standard & Poor's/ 
Case-Shiller 20-city home 
price index rose 8.1 per¬ 
cent in June from 12 
months earlier, accord¬ 
ing to a report this week. 
Year-over-year price 
gains at the start of 2014 
had averaged more than 
13 percent, according to 
the Case-Shiller index. 
And while more hom¬ 
eowners have started 
to list their properties for 
sale, the ability of the real 
estate market to grow is 
limited. 

That’s largely due to the 
consequences of the 
housing bust that trig¬ 
gered the Great Reces¬ 
sion at the end of 2007. 
Nearly 35 percent of ho¬ 
meowners are still “ef¬ 
fectively underwater” 
on their mortgages: They 
either have less than 20 
percent equity in their 
homes or they couldn’t 
sell their properties and 
have enough money left 
for a down payment on 
another home, the online 
real estate firm Zillow said 
this week. □ 



US economy grew at 
brisk 4.2% rate in Q2 

MARTIN CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — After a bleak start to the year, 
the U.S. economy grew at a brisk annual rate of 4.2 
percent in the April-June quarter, the government said 
Thursday, slightly faster than it had first estimated. 

The upward revision supported expectations that the 
second half of 2014 will prove far stronger than the first 
half. 

The Commerce Department’s second estimate of 
growth for last quarter followed its initial estimate of 4 
percent. The upward revision reflected stronger busi¬ 
ness investment than first thought. 

The seasonally adjusted 4.2 percent annual growth 
rate for the gross domestic product — the nation’s 
total output of goods and services — came after the 
economy had shrunk at a 2.1 percent annual rate in 
the January-March quarter. That was the economy’s 
biggest drop since the depths of the Great Recession, 
and it reflected mainly the effects of a harsh winter 
that kept consumers away from shopping malls and 
disrupted factory production. 

Many economists say they expect growth of around 3 
percent in the current July-September quarter and for 
the rest of the year. 

The government’s upwardly revised estimate of busi¬ 
ness investment last quarter showed capital spending 
growing at an annual rate of 8.4 percent last quarter. 
That was sharply higher than the government's initial 
5.5 percent estimate. 

Ian Shepherdson, chief economist at Pantheon Mac¬ 
roeconomics, said the strength in business investment 
has likely extended into the current quarter, lending 
support to the economy. 

In its second estimate of growth for last quarter, the 
government said companies' restocking of supplies 
contributed less than it had first estimated. But a higher 
trade deficit subtracted less from growth than initially 
estimated. 

The downward revision in inventory building will likely 
help boost growth in the current quarter because it 
means that businesses may need to restock their sup¬ 
plies to meet demand. 

With the wild swing between the first quarter’s sharp 
slump and the vigorous rebound last quarter, annual 
economic growth has averaged a meager 1.1 per¬ 
cent for the first six months of this year. 

Because of the rocky start, economists think growth for 
all of 2014 will average just 2.1 percent, little changed 
from last year's 2.2 percent increase. 

They're more optimistic about 2015. Many expect 
growth to accelerate to 3 percent, an indication that 
the economy is finally gaining cruising speed after the 
deep 2007-2009 recession, the worst since the 1930s. 
The recession officially ended in June 2009 and over 
the past five years, the economy has turned in subpar 
growth rates averaging around 2 percent a year. 

“I am looking for 2015 to be a better year, assuming 
geopolitics don’t get in the way,” said Sung Won Sohn, 
an economics professor at California State University, 
Channel Islands. Economists worry that any of several 
political hotspots, from Ukraine to Israel to Iraq, could 
erupt in a way that would destabilize U.S. and global 
growth. 

But Sohn said numerous factors should support growth 
in the second half of this year and in 2015. The prin¬ 
cipal strength is expected to come from further im¬ 
provement in the job market. 

In July, employers added 209,000 jobs, the sixth straight 
month of solid 200,000-plus job growthO 
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US Financial Front: 

Survey says Americans’ pessimism on economy has grown 



Ed Carbaugh prepares to install parts on a truck engine on an assembly line at Volvo Trucks’ 
powertrain manufacturing facility in Hagerstown, Md. A Rutgers University survey says Americans 
are more anxious about the economy now than they were right after the Great Recession ended. 

(AP Photo/Patrick Semansky) 


JOSH BOAK 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans are more anx¬ 
ious about the economy 
now than they were right 
after the Great Recession 
ended despite stock mar¬ 
ket gains, falling unemploy¬ 
ment and growth moving 
closer to full health. 
Seventy-one percent of 
Americans say they think 
the recession exerted a 
permanent drag on the 
economy, according to 
a survey being released 
Thursday by Rutgers Uni¬ 
versity. By contrast, in No¬ 
vember 2009, five months 
after the recession officially 
ended, the Rutgers re¬ 
searchers found that only 
49 percent thought the 
downturn would have last¬ 
ing damage. And that was 
when the unemployment 
rate was 9.9 percent, com¬ 
pared with the current 6.2 
percent. 

“They’re more negative 
than they were five years 
ago,” said Rutgers public 
policy professor Carl Van 


Horn. 

The slow pace of improve¬ 
ment during most of the re¬ 
covery, now in its sixth year, 
has eroded confidence 
and slowed a return to the 
pay levels that many en¬ 
joyed before the economy 
suffered its worst collapse 
since the 1930s. About 42 
percent of those surveyed 
say they have less pay and 
savings than before the re¬ 
cession began in late 2007. 
Just 7 percent say they’re 
significantly better off. 

The survey results dove¬ 
tail with estimates that 
the median household in¬ 
come was $53,891 in June, 
according to Sentier Re¬ 
search. 

That’s down from an infla¬ 
tion-adjusted $56,604 at 
the start of the recession. 
Each year of subpar growth 
has compounded the anxi¬ 
eties of many Americans. 

In contrast to the robust 
snapbacks that coincid¬ 
ed with most economic 
rebounds, this recovery 
proved tepid well after 
the recession had ended. 


Consumers struggled with 
an overhang of mortgage 
debt and the risk of layoffs 
for much of the recovery. A 
majority of those surveyed 
say they fear that job secu¬ 
rity has all but disappeared 
and that they’ll have little 
choice but to work part 
time during retirement. 

“No current worker had 
ever experienced this 


before,” Van Horn said. 
“This recession was every¬ 
where.” Researchers at Rut¬ 
gers’ John J. Heldrich Cen¬ 
ter for Workforce Develop¬ 
ment surveyed online a na¬ 
tional cross-section of 1,153 
adults between July 24 and 
August 3. The margin of er¬ 
ror was plus or minus 3 per¬ 
centage points. The survey 
is part of a broader series 


of polls taken over multiple 
years to study the conse¬ 
quences of the recession 
for workers. 

Recent evidence of eco¬ 
nomic strength has done 
little to brighten most Amer¬ 
icans’ outlooks.The Stan¬ 
dard and Poor’s 500 stock 
index has surged more 
than 170 percent since bot¬ 
toming in March 2009. Q 


$506 billion is forecast for deficit, a slight rise 


BINYAMIN APPELBAUM 
© 2014 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - The federal 
government is expected to 
finish its fiscal year with a 
relatively modest budget 
deficit as the gap between 
revenue and spending 
continues a sharp decline, 
the Congressional Budget 
Office said this week. 

The improvement in the 
government’s financial 
health has shifted political 
debate in Washington, and 
arguments on the midterm 
campaign trail, from the 
level of federal spending 
to the uses of that money. 
It has frustrated economists 


who argue that the gov¬ 
ernment's restraint has held 
back the economic recov¬ 
ery. 

The budget office said that 
it now predicted a federal 
deficit of $506 billion dur¬ 
ing the fiscal year that runs 
through the end of Septem¬ 
ber, modestly increasing its 
April projection that spend¬ 
ing would exceed revenue 
by $492 billion. The change 
was attributed to lower- 
than-expected corporate 
income tax receipts. 

Both figures are significantly 
lower than the $680 billion 
deficit during the previous 
fiscal year. 


The budget office also said 
it expected somewhat 
smaller deficits in coming 
years, reducing the ac¬ 
cumulation of the federal 
debt by about $400 billion 
in the next decade. The 
projection largely reflects 
an expectation that the 
government will be able 
to borrow at lower interest 
rates. 

The budget office’s projec¬ 
tion earlier this year was 
criticized by some analysts 
for assuming the govern¬ 
ment would face an un¬ 
likely combination of slow 
economic growth and high 
rates. 


The fiscal outlook also has 
benefited from a decline 
in projected Medicare 
spending. 

And the report highlighted 
the outsize role of the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve, which has 
helped improve the fiscal 
picture by holding down in¬ 
terest rates and by shipping 
the profits from its invest¬ 
ment holdings to the Trea¬ 
sury Department. 

Even with smaller annual 
deficits, however, the bud¬ 
get office said it expected 
the accumulated federal 
debt held by the public to 
reach 74 percent of gross 
domestic product by the 


end of this year, the highest 
ratio of debt to GDP since 
1950. A decade from now, 
in 2024, it projected that 
the ratio would stand at 
77.2 percent. 

The new budget office pro¬ 
jections included a lower 
estimate of economic 
growth during the cur¬ 
rent calendar year, and 
of the economy's sustain¬ 
able growth rate in future 
years. It now expects the 
economy to expand by just 
1.5 percent from the fourth 
quarter of 2013 to the fourth 
quarter of 2014, down from 
a prediction of 3.1 percent 
in February .□ 
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Little League win lifts district marred by violence 



Jackie Robinson West first baseman and outfielder Lawrence Noble, teammates and coaches 
ride atop an open-air double-decker bus during a downtown welcome home celebration for 
the U.S. Little League champions, in Chicago, Aug. 27, 2014. The rolling celebration started on the 
city's South Side with a neighborhood rally at the team's home park and worked its way down¬ 
town via trolley buses, along 70 blocks lined with residents waiting to see their heroes. 

(Alyssa Schukar/The New York Times) 


GREG COUCH 
© 2014 New York Times 
CHICAGO - People showed 
up and plopped down 
lawn chairs, sitting there 
just so they could feel like 
a part of the event, even 
if they could not see any¬ 
thing. The neighborhood’s 
residents were glad for 
their team, for their boys 


and for themselves. They 
brought cakes. They rode 
bikes. They hugged. 

This was a homey neigh¬ 
borhood celebration on 
the city’s South Side, a de¬ 
parture for an area known 
for gun violence. 

Chicago finally had its 
chance on Wednesday 
to welcome home the 


Jackie Robinson West Little 
League team that won the 
United States champion¬ 
ship on Saturday. 

The rolling celebration 
started with a rally at the 
team’s home park and 
worked its way into the city 
center. Residents lined up 
for 70 blocks along Halsted 
Street, waiting for their he¬ 


roes. 

It was the kind of celebra¬ 
tion you would expect in 
small-town America. As 
politicians lined up to talk 
with a few thousand fans 
at a rally on the team’s 
field, the parade route al¬ 
ready had a classroom of 
day care students stand¬ 


ing in yellow shirts on 95th 
and Halsted. A half-dozen 
women in wheelchairs 
waited at 81 st Street in front 
of the Naomi and Sylvester 
Smith Senior Living Cen¬ 
ter. Hundreds of students 
packed in at 79th Street 
near St. Sabina Academy. 
On 76th, there were more 
children in front of a learn¬ 
ing center. 

Terrence J. Lavin, an Illi¬ 
nois appeals court justice, 
grew up in the area play¬ 
ing Little League. Now, he 
said, he deals daily with 
“guns, gangs and drugs.” 
On Wednesday, he was 
not delivering speeches, 
but instead was at 87th 
Street in what he considers 
his neighborhood. 

“There aren't many pa¬ 
rades down Halsted 
Street," he said. “None in 
my memory. Remember 
when President Barack 
Obama said that Trayvon 
Martin could be his son? 
There are thousands of 
Chicagoans, white and 
black, thinking that about 
these amazing kids.” 

“They are medicine for a 
municipality dulled into 
a sort of crime stupor be¬ 
cause of all the shootings,” 


he said. “We are better 
than that. And these kids 
are a living, breathing sym¬ 
bol of that.” 

Chicago is a city with an 
out-of-character crisis in 
confidence, especially 
on its South Side. It is fight¬ 
ing the label of America’s 
murder capital as Monday 


news reports routinely tally 
up weekend shootings. The 
young faces on the news 
are not displaying smiles or 
celebrations. That is what 
made this team so impor¬ 
tant. 

So tens of thousands of 
people, counting those at 
the finale rally at Millenni¬ 
um Park in downtown Chi¬ 
cago, were celebrating 
not only the team, but also 
community. 

“Every time you turn on the 
television, you always hear 
about someone’s baby 
getting killed,” said Aaron 
Wright, who was at the ear¬ 
ly rally at Jackie Robinson 
Park. “Every time people 
think about Chicago now, 
they think about guns." 
“This gives us inspiration," 
he said. “This is better than 
the Bud Billiken Day pa¬ 
rade." 

Bud Billiken is a fictional 
character celebrated with 
an annual parade on the 
South Side, partly as mo¬ 
tivation for children to do 
well at school. 

At the Bud Billiken Parade 
this month, two people 
were shot. 

So the community came 
out to Jackie Robinson 


Park, surrounded by tradi¬ 
tional Chicago bungalows. 
People put down lawn 
chairs, filled the stands, 
hovered around the 
home-run walls. At the rally 
downtown, the celebra¬ 
tion seemed more about 
Chicago than the South 
SideO 
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As confettii falls, Sheree Salmon cheers during a downtown welcome home celebration for the 
U.S. Little League champion Jackie Robinson West team, in Chicago, Aug. 27, 2014. 

(Alyssa Schukar/The New York Times) 
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Jihadists kill dozens of captured Syrian soldiers 


Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — The Islamic 
State group killed more 
than 160 Syrian govern¬ 
ment troops seized in re¬ 
cent fighting, posting pic¬ 
tures Thursday of terrified 
young conscripts stripped 
down to their underwear 
before meeting their 
deaths in the arid Syrian 
countryside. 

The slayings were the latest 
massacre attributed to the 
extremist group, which has 
terrorized rivals and civil¬ 
ians alike with widely pub¬ 
licized brutality in Syria and 
Iraq as it seeks to expand 
a proto-state it has carved 
out on both sides of the 
border. 

In southern Syria, mean¬ 
while, gunmen detained 43 
U.N. peacekeepers during 
fighting on the Syrian side 
of the Golan Heights, the 
United Nations said. It add¬ 
ed that another 81 peace¬ 
keepers were trapped in 
the area by heavy clashes 
between rebels and Syrian 
troops. 

The mass killing of Syrian 
soldiers is part of a stepped 
up campaign by Islamic 
State militants targeting 
President Bashar Assad’s 
forces. Until recently, 
the group had been fo¬ 
cused on eliminating rivals 
among the rebels fight¬ 
ing to topple him, system¬ 
atically routing Western- 
backed opposition fighters 
and other Islamic factions 
from towns and villages in 
northern and eastern Syria 
as it expands. 

More recently, the jihadists 
have turned their attention 
to Assad’s forces, seizing 
a series of military bases in 
northeastern Raqqa prov¬ 
ince. In the process, they 
have killed hundreds of 
pro-government forces, 
beheading some and later 
displaying their severed 



This image shows a fighter from the Islamic State group, armed with a knife and an automatic 
weapon, next to captured Syrian army soldiers and officers, following the battle for the Tabqa air 
base, in Raqqa, Syria. 

(AP Photo/Raqqa Media Center of the Islamic State group) 


of Islamic State fighters in 
the past two months. 

In its rise to prominence 
over the past year, the ex¬ 
tremist group has frequent¬ 
ly published graphic pho¬ 
tos and videos of every¬ 
thing from bombings and 
beheadings to mass kill¬ 
ings and images of jihadis 
taunting and humiliating 
terrified troops or other op¬ 
ponents. 

In Iraq, the group killed 
nearly 200 men — most 
of them Iraqi soldiers — in 
late June near the north¬ 
ern city of Tikrit, human 
rights groups and Iraqi of¬ 
ficials say. It published pho¬ 
tos online showing dozens 
of men dressed in civilian 
clothing lying face down 
as militants aimed rifles at 
their backs. □ 


heads on poles and fences 
and posting the pictures 
online. 

Most of the dozens killed 
over the past 24 hours were 
rounded up Wednesday 
near the Tabqa airfield 
three days after Islamic 
State fighters seized the 
base. The government 
troops were among a large 
group of soldiers from the 
base who were stuck be¬ 
hind front lines after it fell to 
the jihadi fighters. 

The Britain-based Syr¬ 
ian Observatory for Hu¬ 
man Rights said around 
120 captive government 
troops from Tabqa were 
killed near the base. Islam¬ 
ic State fighters also killed 
at least another 40 soldiers, 
most of whom were taken 
prisoner in recent fighting 
at other bases in the Ham- 
rat region near Raqqa city, 
the group’s stronghold. 

A statement posted online 
and circulated on Twit¬ 
ter claimed the extremists 
killed about 200 govern¬ 
ment prisoners captured 
near Tabqa. It also showed 


photographs of what it said 
were the prisoners: young 
men stripped down to their 
underwear marching in 
the desert, some with their 
hands behind their heads. 
The photos could not im¬ 
mediately be verified, but 
correspond to other AP re¬ 
porting. 

The group also posted a 
video showing Islamic State 
fighters forcing the bare¬ 
foot men to march through 
the desert. Another video 
later showed dozens of 
bodies piled in the desert, 
alongside others lying mo¬ 
tionless — apparently dead 
— in a row in the sand. 
While the videos could not 
be independently con¬ 
firmed by the AP, they 
appeared to illustrate the 
claims made online by the 
Islamic State group and 
Syrian opposition activists 
about the mass killing. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the Syrian 
government, which has 
been tight-lipped on the 
massive death toll incurred 
by its soldiers at the hands 
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French leader banks on free market to save economy 


JAMEY KEATEN 
SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Facing pitiful 
poll numbers, Francois Hol- 
lande has cast his lot: The 
French president who once 
decried global finance and 


vowed a 75-percent tax on 
millionaires has quashed 
dissent from his Socialist 
government's left flank and 
appointed a well-heeled 
former investment banker 
as his new point man on 
the economy. 


Several left-leaning crit¬ 
ics were sent packing in a 
Cabinet shakeup that sent 
a message to internation¬ 
al investors, European al¬ 
lies and millions of French: 
France is willing to embrace 
more free market policies 


and often unpopular re¬ 
forms to tackle double-dig¬ 
it unemployment and zero 
economic growth. 

The spirit of Hollande’s new 
focus was summed up in a 
speech by his prime minis¬ 
ter, Manuel Vails, who put 
together a new Cabinet 
this week that includes for¬ 
mer banker Emmanuel Ma¬ 
cron as economy minister. 
“I like companies,” he said 
to a standing ovation from 
a gathering of the coun¬ 
try’s main employers lobby, 
which is reviled by many on 
the left, including in the So¬ 
cialist party. 

Hollande has not made 
good on his pledges to re¬ 
vive the economy and re¬ 
duce unemployment since 
taking office in 2012. In Jan¬ 
uary, he announced more 
pro-business policies, grad¬ 
ual deficit reduction, and 
tweaks to France’s gener¬ 
ous social system — but 
not the overhaul sought by 
some. Recent polls show 
his approval rating in the 
high teens, among the low¬ 
est levels in decades for a 
French president. 

Unlike neighboring Spain 
and Italy, France has made 
no major structural reforms. 


But Hollande ordered 50 
billion euros ($66 billion) 
in cost savings over three 
years across the govern¬ 
ment, sparing only schools 
and the judicial system, in¬ 
cluding courts and police. 
The latest tilt toward the po¬ 
litical center suggests Hol¬ 
lande is committing to re¬ 
forms and cuts, as opposed 
to increased public spend¬ 
ing, to revive the economy, 
but without eroding the so¬ 
cial safety net. It also indi¬ 
cates he is willing to try to 
bring France’s deficits back 
within European Union lim¬ 
its. 

“This is a confirmation of 
the desire of the execu¬ 
tive to maintain its direc¬ 
tion,” said Antoine Bozio, 
an economist and director 
of the public policy institute 
IPP in Paris. 

Tuesday’s Cabinet shuffle 
marked the exit of Arnaud 
Montebourg, a firebrand 
economy minister who re¬ 
cently publicly criticized 
Hollande’s budgetary rigor 
as a crimp to growth. Many 
believed Hollande had 
kept on Montebourg, a fre¬ 
quent critic, to assuage the 
solidly-left segment of the 
Socialist Party .□ 



French President Francois Hollande, left, shakes hands with new French Economy Minister Em¬ 
manuel Macron while French Finance Minister Michel Sapin, center, looks on, after the weekly 
cabinet meeting in Paris, France. France's prime minister reshuffled his Cabinet on Tuesday to 
silence ministers who had openly criticized Socialist President Francois Hollande's economic poli¬ 
cies as he tries to pull the nation out of stagnation and steer it toward growth. 

(AP Photo/Remy de la Mauviniere) 
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In Sierra Leone; 

Ebola outbreak tied to one funeral 


DONALD G. McNEIL Jr 
© 2014 New York Times 

Sierra Leone’s explosion of 
Ebola cases in early sum¬ 
mer appears to stem from 
one traditional healer’s fu¬ 
neral at which 14 women 
were infected, according 
to scientists studying the 
blood of victims. 

The funeral, which took 
place in mid-May, consti¬ 
tutes a “super-spreader” 
event comparable to a 
2003 one in a Hong Kong 
hotel in which one doc¬ 
tor from China dying of 
SARS infected nine other 
guests who spread the virus 
throughout the city and to 
Vietnam and Canada. 

The funeral was in Koindu, a 
town just across the border 
from Gueckedou, Guin¬ 
ea, where the outbreak is 
thought to have begun in 
December, and the healer 
was known for treating vic¬ 
tims of a mysterious illness 
that turned out to be Ebola. 


The funeral’s central role 
- which local doctors had 
anecdotally suspected - 
was confirmed by geneti¬ 
cists at the Broad Institute 
of MIT and Harvard who se¬ 
quenced the virus found in 
78 patients treated at Ken- 
ema Government Hospital 
in northeastern Sierra Le¬ 
one, near the borders with 
Liberia and Guinea, two 
countries that are also at 
the heart of the outbreak. 
Their study was published 
online Thursday by the jour¬ 
nal Science. 

“It's frightening that a sin¬ 
gle event could catalyze 
a whole outbreak, but 
that's what it looks like hap¬ 
pened,” said Dr. W. Ian Lip- 
kin, a renowned virus hunt¬ 
er at Columbia University. 
The scientists not only found 
that all 78 had virus trace¬ 
able to funeral guests, but 
showed that the West Afri¬ 
can Ebola strain was quite 
different from the strain cir¬ 


culating thousands of miles 
away in central Africa, and 
that the two probably di¬ 
verged as far back as 2004. 
“No one knows where it’s 
been during that time," 
said Dr. Pardis C. Sabeti, 
a Harvard geneticist and 
study co-author. 

That information is impor¬ 
tant, experts said, because 
all the diagnostic tests now 
in use, as well as experi¬ 
mental drugs and vaccines 
under consideration, are 
based on the central Afri¬ 
can strain and might not 
work well on this new out¬ 
break. 

The work had a sobering 
footnote: Before it could 
be published, five of its co¬ 
authors had died of Ebola. 
They included Dr. Sheik Hu- 
marr Khan, Sierra Leone’s 
leading hemorrhagic fever 
expert, and four other staff 
members at the Kenema 
hospital.^ 




















dinrwar. between 5:30 & 7 inrrt, by ttiis Ad. 

Our menu offer an impressive selection of Fresh Seafood 
(caught daily try our Gwn neat), Irtternaiiorkal Dishaa- aod a relaxing Atmoaptiara. 


IM 


«[ dtlr Gdpialit B £ Ifluryan Bar fid III 4- ft pm $3 Bar. 

□pfm fro-m 11 nm - 1C pm 

For enlh 586as50 

Lpcabad bfllwHn knliri.iy Inn llolnl H Linda Rc-ifirl i«¥w, pall can -jrubi& cam 


T EE mjcm WES T 


WORLD NEWSI^ 1 


FRIDAY 29 AUGUST 2014 


EU struggles with dearth of women in top jobs 


RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Don’t be 
fooled by Angela Merkel. 
The German chancellor 
may be the most power¬ 
ful leader in the European 
Union, but she hardly paints 
a true picture of the place 
of women in EU politics. 

EU leaders meet on Satur¬ 
day to divide top jobs for 
the next half decade, and 
after years of paying lip ser¬ 
vice to increasing equal¬ 
ity between the sexes, the 
problem of inequality is still 
plain for all to see at these 
meetings — where are the 
women? 

“If you look at the family pic¬ 
ture of these European sum¬ 
mits for the past few years, 
there always is this blot of 
grey men in lookalike suits 
and the color of only a few 
women,” said European po¬ 
litical science Professor Hen¬ 
drik Vos of Ghent University. 
One summit won’t change 
much, he said. “It will cer¬ 
tainly not be the major 
breakthrough for women." 
Within the EU’s bureau¬ 
cracy, Baroness Catherine 
Ashton now is the most rec¬ 
ognizable woman among 
the EU officials. The foreign 
policy chief flies across the 
world and hobnobs with the 
great and powerful to deal 
with anything from Iran’s 
nuclear program to the 
fighting in Ukraine and the 
Middle East. 

She is leaving, and wheth¬ 
er she will be replaced by 
another woman is one of 
the key questions for the 
government leaders at this 
summit, which was called 
because a first attempt to 
divvy up the 30-odd jobs 
among nations, political af¬ 
filiations — and gender — 
ended inconclusively. 
Beyond the foreign policy 
slot, the 28 leaders will be 
looking for someone to take 
the top job of EU Council 
president, the main rep¬ 


resentative for the EU, as 
incumbent Herman Van 
Rompuy is at the end of his 
term. They will also want a 
financial wizard to head the 
Eurogroup, the gathering of 
finance ministers from the 18 
countries that use the euro. 
And a slew of EU Commis¬ 
sioners, the EU executives 
in charge of policy in fields 
like trade, farming and cul¬ 
ture, will also need to be 
named, if not this weekend 
then over the coming days. 
The new Commission starts 
in November. 

Former Luxembourg prime 
minister Jean-Claude Junck¬ 
er has already been picked 
to lead the Commission, the 
executive body that han¬ 
dles day-to-day issues for 
the EU, and his prime con¬ 
cern is getting more women 
on his 28-member team. 
There were nine women on 
the outgoing team of 28 
and with the days ticking 
down to Saturday's summit 
only five of the 28 nations 
have committed a woman 
as their designated Com¬ 
missioner — Sweden, Bul¬ 
garia, Italy, Czech Republic 
and Slovenia. 

Soraya Post, who became 
the first representative of a 
feminist party to take a seat 
in the European Parliament 
in May, says the nominations 
show how gender issues are 
still not taken seriously in the 
EU. 

“In 2014, they still think it is OK 
to have a commission that is 
not gender balanced. It is 
frightening," she said. 

She thinks structural barri¬ 
ers that stop women from 
advancing and traditional 
patriarchal attitudes are at 
the root of the problem, but 
says the recent rise of the 
far right in Europe could also 
have influenced this year's 
nominations. 

The Swede says a sugges¬ 
tion launched by the Eu¬ 
ropean Women's Lobby 
in 2009, that each country 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel, right, greets Luxembourg’s 
Prime Minister Jean-Claude Juncker in Meseberg, Germany. 

As chancellor of Germany Angela Merkel may be the most 
powerful politician in the European Union, but she is more 
mirage than reality when it gets to the place of women in EU 
politics. EU leaders meet on Saturday to divide top jobs for the 
next five years, and after years of paying lip service to more 
equality among the sexes, it is plain for all to see, where are 
the women? (AP Photo/Johannes Eisele) 


should nominate one wom¬ 
an and one man for their 
commission post, could be 
a way to solve the problem. 


The limited number of fe¬ 
male nominations puts 
Juncker in a tough spot, be¬ 
cause only the candidates 


put forth by national gov¬ 
ernments can be consid¬ 
ered for the Commissioner 
jobs. 

The current female Commis¬ 
sioners have set up a cam¬ 
paign to have at least 10 
women in the group. They 
sent Juncker a joint state¬ 
ment ending with “You de¬ 
serve a flying start — and 
with 10 or more female 
Commissioners in your team, 
you will get it.” 

Juncker will need to make 
a strong stand for women 
to get his Commission can¬ 
didates approved by the 
European Parliament, which 
has the power to reject 
his team. “Parliament will 
not accept a gentlemen's 
club," European Parliament 
President Martin Schulz 
warned. So Juncker could 
well face a struggle.^ 
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Tim Hortons a big part of Canadian identity 



In this March 5, 1954, file photo, Toronto Maple Leaf's Tim Horton, right, outmaneuvers Detroit Red 
Wings' Tony Leswick (8) who falls to the ice during the first period of an NHL hockey game in De¬ 
troit. Few things unite Canadians the way Tim Hortons does. For half a century, they have warmed 
themselves on chilly mornings with the chain’s coffee and Timbits — or doughnut holes to Ameri¬ 
cans. The chain’s aura in Canada comes from its namesake: hockey Hall of Famer Tim Horton, the 
co-founder who died at 44 in a 1974 car accident after playing in a game for the Buffalo Sabres. 

(AP Photo) 


ROB GILLIES 
Associated Press 
TORONTO (AP) — Few 

things unite Canadians the 
way Tim Hortons does. For 
half a century, they have 
warmed themselves on 
chilly mornings with the 
chain’s coffee and Timbits 
— or doughnut holes to 
Americans. 

So news this week that 
Burger King will buy Tim 
Hortons served as a bit¬ 
tersweet reminder of how 
beloved the homegrown 
chain is in Canada, where 
75 percent of the all the 
coffee sold at fast food 
restaurants comes from 
“Timmy’s,” as it is affection¬ 
ately known. Tim Hortons is 
found in just about every 
small town and large city 
across Canada, and hock¬ 
ey-mad Canadians often 
head to their local Timmy’s 
before or after their kids’ 
games. Tim Hortons, in a 
bid to quell any concerns 
that its distinctly Canadian 
brand could be watered 
down, went out of its way 
to assure that the red and 
brown coffee and dough¬ 
nut shop won't change, 
taking out big ads in news¬ 
papers and declaring “fel¬ 
low Canadians can all rest 
assured that Tim Hortons 
will still be Tim Hortons fol¬ 
lowing this transaction.” 

The chain’s aura in Cana¬ 
da comes from its name¬ 
sake: hockey Hall of Famer 
Tim Horton, the co-founder 
who died at 44 in a 1974 
car accident after playing 
in a game for the Buffalo 
Sabres. In a long run with 
Canada's most popular 
NHL team, the Toronto Ma¬ 
ple Leafs, the defenseman 
won four Stanley Cups, 
including Toronto’s last in 
1967. That, and the chain’s 
omnipresence, puts his 
fame in Canada on the or¬ 
der of a New York Yankees 
baseball legend like Mick¬ 


ey Mantle or Yogi Berra. 
“Tim Hortons is iconic in 
terms of Canada and I 
wouldn't like to see that di¬ 
luted," said Daraius Bharu- 
cha, a 46-year old teacher 
from Ajax, Ontario, and a 
customer since he immi¬ 
grated to Canada from In¬ 
dia 21 years ago. Bharucha 
said the first thing he does 
when he returns home to 
Canada from a vacation 
is visit the local Timmy's. He 
knows he's home. “Even 
among new Canadians the 
idea of going to a Timmy's 
has become part of the vo¬ 
cabulary," he added. 

While the takeover by 
Burger King, which is based 
in Miami but controlled by 
a Brazilian private equity 
fund, is getting much at¬ 
tention in Canada, it’s not 
causing panic. U.S.-based 
Wendy’s recently owned 
Tim Hortons and its brand 
remained intact. Wendy's 
then spun off Tim Hortons 


as a separate company in 
2006 after more than a de¬ 
cade of ownership. 

In the meantime, Tim Hor¬ 
tons kept expanding and 
now has 4,546 restaurants, 
including 3,630 in Canada, 
866 in the United States and 
50 in the Persian Gulf. 

Both Burger King and Tim 
Hortons vow they will con¬ 
tinue to be run indepen¬ 
dently. So don’t expect 
to see Timbits alongside 
Whoppers on Burger King 
menus. 

The global corporate head¬ 
quarters of the two chains 
will be based in Oakville, 
Ontario, and the move is 
viewed as being driven by 
Burger King’s desire for a 
tax haven. 

The Canadian government 
welcomed the deal. Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper's 
spokesman said the gov¬ 
ernment has been “reduc¬ 
ing business taxes and cre¬ 
ating jobs and boosting in¬ 


vestment, making Canada 
one of the best countries in 
the world to do business.” 
Harper previously celebrat¬ 
ed the return of Tim Hor¬ 
ton's corporate headquar¬ 
ters to Canada in 2009 with 
a speech that talked about 
Timbits and the equally 
famous “double-double” 
coffee of two sugars and 
two creams. 

“Millions of Canadian 
hockey parents like me 
know well that when it is 
20 degrees below zero 
and everyone is up for a 
6 a.m. practice, nothing 
motivates the team more 
than a box of Timbits, and 
nothing warms the parents 
in the stands better than a 
hot double-double,” Harp¬ 
er said then. 

Harper also quoted Cana¬ 
dian author Pierre Berton, 
who said “In so many ways 
the story of Tim Hortons is 
the essential Canadian 
story. □ 


2 women facing 
serious charges 
as flight returns 

TORONTO (AP) — Two Ca¬ 
nadian women are facing 
charges after authorities 
say they drank their duty 
free alcohol in the flight's 
bathroom, triggered the 
fire alarm with a cigarette 
and got into a fight each 
other, forcing a Sunwing 
flight bound for Cuba to 
return to Toronto under a 
military escort. 

Peel Region police Thurs¬ 
day said Lilia Ratmanski, 

25, and Milana Muzikante, 

26, have been charged 
with smoking on board an 
aircraft and endangering 
its safety. 

The airline said the flight 
had left Toronto late 
Wednesday afternoon at 
4:30 when it was disrupted 
by “two unruly female pas¬ 
sengers.” 

Sunwing vice-president 
Janine Chapman said the 
passengers had consumed 
a “significant quantity of 
their duty-free alcohol pur¬ 
chase in the lavatory." 

She said they lit a ciga¬ 
rette, triggering the smoke 
alarm, and “proceeded to 
get into a physical alterca¬ 
tion with each other and 
made a threat against the 
aircraft.” 

NORAD said it scrambled 
two CF-18 fighter jets based 
out of Bagotville, Quebec, 
to escort Flight 656 back to 
Toronto. 

Major Julie Roberge, a 
spokeswoman for NORAD 
based in Colorado Springs, 
Colo., said the CF-18s met 
the aircraft at the Cana¬ 
dian border and did not 
venture into American air¬ 
space. 

She said the pilot had de¬ 
cided to turn the plane 
around over South Caro¬ 
lina and “that’s when 
NORAD got involved,” 
adding there was no es¬ 
cort in U.S. airspace.Q 
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Charles and Catherine Honored at the Radisson Resort! 


PALM BEACH - Recently, 
Charles 'Chuck' & Cath¬ 
erine 'Kate' De Prima were 
honored as an Ambassa¬ 
dor of goodwill after return¬ 
ing to Aruba for more than 
20 consecutive years. The 
symbolic honorary title is 


presented in the name of 
the Minister of Tourism as 
a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
20-or-more years consecu¬ 
tive. 

Mr. Ricardo Croes rep¬ 
resenting Aruba Tourism 


Authority conducted the 
ceremony at the Radisson 
Resort & Casino. 

Kate commented that she 
will never change her va¬ 
cation island for any other 
one and she always travels 
with the family to the island. 


Top reasons for returning 
provided by the honorees 
were they consider Aruba 
to be the “Happy Island", 
the great weather, friendly 
Aruban hospitality, white 
sand beaches and the 
great local food. 


In the photos Mr. Croes 
from ATA is seen honoring 
Charles & Catherine to¬ 
gether with hotel represen¬ 
tatives Frank & Germaine 
at the Radisson Resort & 
Casino. □ 


























FRIDAY 29 AUGUST 


"fHLOCAL 



De Palm Tours Awarded 2014 TripAdvisor Certificate Of Excellence 



ORANJESTAD - Once 
again, this year De Palm 
Tours is the proud recipient 
of the TripAdvisor® Certifi¬ 
cate of Excellence award. 
All credit goes to the three 
hundred staff members 
that work hard to provide 
the many different services 
and tours offered by the 
company. The accolade, 
which honors hospitality 
excellence, is given only to 
establishments that consis¬ 
tently achieve outstand¬ 
ing traveler reviews on Tri¬ 
pAdvisor, and is extended 
to qualifying businesses 
worldwide. When selecting 
Certificate of Excellence 
winners, TripAdvisor uses 
a proprietary algorithm to 
determine the honorees 
that takes into account 
reviews ratings. Businesses 
must maintain an overall 


TripAdvisor bubble rating 
of at least four out of five, 
volume and recentness of 
reviews. Additional criteria 
include a business' tenure 
and popularity ranking on 
the site. “Our mission of 
safety, teamwork and hard 


work with an element of fun 
is reflected in the way we 
deliver the experiences to 
our customers", said War¬ 
ren Stanley General Man¬ 
ager of De Palm Tours. “All 
credif fo our staff because 
that’s what has driven over 
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four thousand TripAdvisor 
ratings with an average 
four and half star rating for 
the company." 

“TripAdvisor is pleased to 
honor exceptional hospi¬ 
tality businesses for con¬ 
sistent excellence," said 
Marc Charron, President 
of TripAdvisor for Business. 
“The Certificate of Excel¬ 
lence award gives top 
performing establishments 
around the world the rec¬ 
ognition they deserve, 
based on feedback from 
those who matter most - 
their customers. From Aus¬ 
tralia to Zimbabwe, we 
want to applaud excep¬ 
tional hospitality businesses 
for offering TripAdvisor trav¬ 
elers a great customer ex¬ 
perience.” 

About De Palm Tours: 

De Palm Tours is your one- 
stop portal to fun and ad¬ 


venture! Their wide selec¬ 
tion of tours and activities 
has been thoughtfully de¬ 
veloped with you in mind 
- for quiet time, mellow 
cruising, amazing discov¬ 
ery, wet ‘n wild action, 
cool comfort, and rugged 
exploration. Their unique 
high-energy and low-im¬ 
pact repertoire for day 
and night, land and sea, 
is guaranteed to bring an 
unforgettable dimension 
to your vacation. 

De Palm Tours offers: Island 
Transportation, Sail & Snor¬ 
kel Tours, Exciting Off-Road 
Adventures, Comfortable 
Island Tours, Submarine 
and Semi-Submarine Dives, 
Snuba, Seatrek, De Palm 
Island and Destination 
Management Services. 
For more information visit: 
www.depalmtours.com or 
call (+297) 522-4400.Q 




















At the Sandbar; 


Pencil in Some Friday Fun at This Week’s FRANK Event! 



every Friday happy hour 
with $2 beer draft and $3 
mix drinks from 6-8PM at 
the Sandbar at Brickell 
Bay Beach Club & Spa 
Boutique Hotel. For more 
information check out the 
Facebook page FRANK 
AT SAND THIS FRIDAY!, like 
the Facebook Page Sand 
Aruba or call Lev Valera, 
manager Sandbar, for 
group reservations at 592- 
8348. □ 



PALM BEACH - You are 

cordially invited to this 
week’s FRANK event, being 
held at the Sandbar in 
Aruba. Sandbar, which is 
now officially operating 
under Brickell Bay Beach 
Club & Spa Boutique Hotel, 
has initiated the Friday 
Afternoon Drink, the so 
called FRANK at SAND. 
This happy hour from 5pm 
until 7pm is to provide local 
professionals and tourists 
a classy, upscale and 
Caribbean Chic venue 
with very reasonably priced 
drinks, open air seating with 
shading, music provided 
by a DJ and free snacks. 

A couple of guests 
attending the most recent 
FRANK were interviewed: 
Melissa Kromopawiro, 
Financial Controller at 
RomarTrading: This is the first 
time I came here without it 
being for a private party, 
I find the ambience very 
relaxing and I appreciate 
that they have free snacks. 
DJ Vibes is playing really 
good music. Before this 
I wouldn't really go out 
for happy hours, certainly 
not in a closed up place, 
so this I really like. You 
can sit outside feeling the 
tropical breeze of Aruba, 
in an elegant setting. The 
prices are really good, the 
snacks are delicious and 
as I can see they are being 
kept warm appropriately 
according to the FDA 
guidelines. 

Angela Tiemens, Radio 
DJ Fresh Fm: “It's great, 
especially the prices 
are really good, the 
atmosphere is fun and the 


snacks are fantastic. The 
music is good, the location 
is beautiful. Before this I 
would go to a local bar 
inside, but this location is 
very nice and I really like 
that you can sit outside in 
the fresh air. But most of all I 
like the snacks!” 

Indroh Kelkboom, radio 
announcer/producer The 
Morning Show Cool Fm. “I 
really liked the meatballs! 
It’s great that if you look 
around, you see people at 
the bar that are just like us, 
young professionals that 
are looking for a nice place 
to relax, and that is what is 
going on here at FRANK. 
Alexander Leonard, 

Sales Aruba Trading: 
“Atmosphere is great, the 
prices are good but most 
of all I love the snacks. 
Next time I will tell more 
colleagues to come with 
me so that they know there 
is a nice place for them 
to go to after work. Even 
though I work in Oranjestad, 
it’s not a problem to go to 
Palm Beach.” 

Adele John, Food & 
Beverage manager at 
Brickell Bay: “Brickell Bay 
wanted to organize a 
happy houron Fridayforthe 
local people to unwind and 
relax in a nice Caribbean 
chic atmosphere with 
affordable prices and free 
snacks such as chicken 
wings, meatballs, mini 
sandwiches and mozzarella 
sticks. I am very amazed 
myself, it’s so much fun, 
look at the guests you can 
see they are having a good 
time.” 

The FRANK at Sand is an 
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Aruba welcomes Robert Jacobvitz and the acclaimed 
docu-drama ‘Disobedience: The Sousa Mendes Story’ 



ORANJESTAD - Foundation 
“Respeta Bida... Semper 
Corda!” invited Robert Ja¬ 
cobvitz, founder of the in¬ 
ternational committee to 
commemorate Dr Aristides 
de Sousa Mendes, and cur¬ 
rently the State of Florida 
representative of the Sousa 
Mendes Foundation to visit 
the island in the first week 
of September. 

Jacobvitz will present a 
movie titled Disobedience: 
The Sousa Mendes Story, 
about one of the great hu¬ 
manitarian heroes of the 
Second World, Aristides de 
Sousa Mendes, who was 
the Portuguese consul sta¬ 
tioned in Bordeaux, France, 
who despite the threat of 
the harsh dictatorship of 
Antonio de Oliveira Sala¬ 
zar began to issue visas to 
as many refugees as he 
could, more than 30,000, 
an estimated 10,000 of 
them Jewish, so that they 
could escape to Spain, 
during the period of Nazi 


terror in France. 

His noble act led Sousa 
Mendes to being stripped 
of his title and ultimately 
erased from Portuguese his¬ 
tory, until the story surfaced 
in March 17,1986, when Ja¬ 
cobvitz read about Sousa 
Mendes heroism in the lo¬ 
cal newspaper of his home¬ 
town Oakland, California. 
When Jacobvitz read the 
Sousa Mendes story he felt 
compelled to make his 
name known, as the man 
saved more lives than any 
other single person during 
that dark period in history. 


As a result of Jacobvitz ef¬ 
forts a movie was made, a 
gripping docu-drama, and 
it will be shown in Aruba on 
September 5th, at Cas Di 
Cultura. In honor of the oc¬ 
casion Foundation Respeta 
Bida... Semper Corda, is 
inviting the Social Work stu¬ 
dents to attend and partic¬ 
ipate in the discussion after 
the viewing, which will be 
guided by Jacobvitz. Other 
invitees will be clergy, dig¬ 
nitaries and the members 
of the foundations. 

The film will be shown here 
in cooperation with the 


Sousa Mendes Founda¬ 
tion. Please take a look at 
the following link for more 
information: (http://www. 
nytimes.com/2013/07/10/ 
world/europe/in-portugal- 
a-protector-of-a-people-is- 
honored.html?_r=0) 
Jacobvitz is also scheduled 
to give the Social Work 
students a workshop on 
another occasion on his 
specialty, “Community So¬ 
cial Work & Organizational 
Development,” based on 
the living evidence of the 
Sousa Mendes activism, 
which is being shown and 
discussed among different 
audiences and in the me¬ 
dia, around the world. 

The goals of foundation 
“Respeta Bida...Sem¬ 

per Corda!” are to raise 
awareness for the respect 
of the rights of every mem¬ 
ber of the Aruban society. 
The foundation strives to 
promote liberty and equal¬ 
ity for all local citizens. 

In an official statement 


board members declared: 
We must remain vigilant in 
the face of discrimination, 
racism, anti-Semitism and 
xenophobia, so that these 
negative human traits do 
not raise their ugly heads 
in Aruba. As a society, we 
cannot remain indifferent 
to injustice and/or preju¬ 
dice. 

The foundation's first proj¬ 
ect, a number of years 
ago, symbolizing its desire 
for the improvement of the 
world was the erection of 
a statue of Anne Frank in 
the park in front of the Ju¬ 
liana School. This project 
included explanatory pan¬ 
els, and the beautification 
of the park. 

Anne Frank is the iconic 
symbol to never forget that 
a new Holocaust can hap¬ 
pen when a multi-cultural 
nation fails to reach peace¬ 
ful co-existence of all races 
and religions, respecting all 
differences among its citi¬ 
zens. □ 
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Serena Williams, of the United 
States, reacts to the crowd 
after defeating Vania King, 
of the United States, during 
the second round of the 2014 
U.S. Open tennis tournament, 
Thursday, Aug. 28, 2014, in 
New York. 

Associated Press 


S. Williams 
overcomes 
3 early double¬ 
faults to win 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Good as 
she is, even Serena Williams 
can find it tough to deal 
with swirling wind, so much 
so that she double-faulted 
three times in her first ser¬ 
vice game Thursday at the 
U.S. Open. 

And, yes, even a 17-time 
major champion such as 
Williams can lose in the 
early going at the sport’s 
biggest tournaments, as 
she has repeatedly in 2014. 
Quickly putting behind 
a poor-serving start, and 
showing absolutely no 
other signs of the type of 
up-and-down play that 
has plagued her at Grand 
Slams this season, Williams 
dismissed 81 st-ranked 
American Vania King 6-1, 
6-0 in 56 minutes to reach 
the third round. 

“She never let me in,” said 
King, who is 25. “She's 
played at such a high level 
for so long, and I used to 
watch when I was a kid, 
growing up. 

Continued on next page 
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Lunch & Dinner 

Located in the lower 
lobby of the hotel. 
Please use side entrance 


Japanese and Chinese keslauxanl 


in parking lot. 


J.E. Jrausquin Boulevard. 77„ (ex-Westin Hotel) Tel: 586-3388. 




U.S. Open 

Continued from page 17 

So it's kind of surreal to see 
the person that you’ve 
been watching on TV in 
front of you and playing. It 
was difficult." 

While buzz around the 
tournament grounds built 
all day waiting for 15-year- 
old CiCi Beilis to play her 
second-round match at 
night, Williams ran her U.S. 
Open winning streak to 16 
matches as she tries to be¬ 
come the first woman to 
win three consecutive titles 
at Flushing Meadows since 
Chris Evert took four in a 
row from 1975-78. 

For the moment, the 
32-year-old Williams wants 
to stay focused on avoid¬ 
ing the sort of problems 
she had at the Australian 
Open (where she lost in 
the fourth round), French 
Open (second round) and 
Wimbledon (third round). 
Not since 2006 has she 
failed to reach at least one 
major final in a year — and 
she only entered two Slams 
that season. 

So far this week, she’s left 
the trouble to others, and 
Williams could wind up be¬ 
ing the beneficiary. A pair 
of ofher pasf major cham¬ 
pions, No. 8 Ana Ivanovic 
and No. 24 Sam Sfosur, lost 
Thursday, as did No. 23 An¬ 
astasia Pavlyuchenkova 


and No. 27 Madison Keys, 
bringing the total to 11 
seeded women gone after 
only two rounds. 

Williams could have faced 
Stosur — the woman who 
beat her in the 2011 U.S. 
Open final — in the fourth 
round, and 2008 French 
Open winner Ivanovic in 
the quarterfinals. 

“You always hear about 
who is winning, who is los¬ 
ing. You hear about upsets. 
But for me, especially late¬ 
ly, I have to worry about 
my first round, my second 
round, and my third round. 
I can’t get too far ahead 
of myself,” Williams said. 

“I was a casualty before, 
so ... I can’t make anything 
of it,” she said of the rash 
of seeded losers. "At this 
point, I'm trying to stay 
alive.” 

After her singles victory, Wil¬ 
liams went out and paired 
with older sister Venus for a 
first-round win in doubles. 
She last time Serena was 
seen competing in dou¬ 
bles at a major, last month 
at Wimbledon, she looked 
disoriented in warmups, 
then served four consecu¬ 
tive double-faults and quit 
after three games, saying 
she was ill. 

Ivanovic had seven dou¬ 
ble-faults among her 
whopping 29 unforced 
errors in a 7-5, 6-4 loss to 
42nd-ranked Karolina Plis- 
kova of the Czech Repub- 


Ana Ivanovic, of Serbia, returns 
the second round of the 2014 U.S 


a shot against Kirolina Pliskova, of the Czech Republic, during 
. Open tennis tournament, Thursday, Aug. 28,2014, in New York. 

Associated Press 


lie, who occasionally plays 
doubles with her twin sister 
and never had been to the 
third round at a major. 
Ivanovic, a former No. 1, 
wraps up 2014 with only 
one major quarterfinal to 
her credit, at the Australian 
Open. 

“I had great lead-ups to 
every Grand Slam. I played 
a lot of matches and won 
lot of matches,” she said. 
“At the Grand Slams I just 
haven't performed that 
well.” 

Stosur, meanwhile, was 
edged 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 (8) by 


50th-ranked Kaia Kanepi of 
Estonia. 

There have been fewer sur¬ 
prises among the men so 
far, and only one seeded 
player was sent packing 
Thursday afternoon, when 
No. 28 Guillermo Garcia- 
Lopez of Spain was defeat¬ 
ed by Sam Querrey of the 
United States 6-3, 6-4, 6-4. 
Querrey now faces an 
even tougher task: He takes 


on No. 1-ranked and No. 
1-seeded Novak Djokovic. 
Among the noteworthy re¬ 
sults Thursday was the 7-6 
(2), 4-6, 6-4, 6-2 win by Vic¬ 
tor Estrella Burgos of the Do¬ 
minican Republic against 
Borna Coric of Croatia. 
Playing in the U.S. Open 
for the first time at age 34, 
Estrella Burgos eliminated 
a player half his age in the 
17-year-old Coric. 
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Galaxy 4, United 1 
LA Galaxy wins 4-1 at 
home vs. DC United 

CARSON, Calif. (AP) — Los Angeles beat D.C. United 4-1 
on Wednesday for its third straight win, moving within 
three points of the lead in Major League Soccer’s West¬ 
ern Conference. 

The Galaxy built a 3-0 lead at halftime. Alan Gordon 
scored into an empty net after just 63 seconds, Omar 
Gonzalez got on the end of a London Donovan corner in 
the 25th minute and Baggio Husidic redirected a cross in 
first-half stoppage time. 

D.C. United pulled a goal back in the 58th minute, but 
Donovan snuffed out any hopes of a comeback by the 
visitors by converting a penalty in the 75th minute. 

The Washington club missed a chance to build on its 
one-point lead atop the Eastern Conference. 
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NFL increases penalties 
for domestic violence 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — NFL play¬ 
ers will be subject to a six- 
week suspension for a first 
domestic violence offense 
and banishment from the 
league for a second un¬ 
der a new policy outlined 
by Commissioner Roger 
Goodell. 

In a letter and memo sent 
to all 32 teams owners 
Thursday, and obtained 
by The Associated Press, 
Goodell says he “didn’t 
get it right” in giving Balti¬ 
more Ravens running back 
Ray Rice a two-game sus¬ 
pension for allegedly hit¬ 
ting the woman who is now 
his wife. 

Goodell told teams to dis¬ 
tribute to all players the 
memo in which he writes: 
“Domestic violence and 
sexual assault are wrong. 
They are illegal. They are 
never acceptable and 
have no place in the NFL 
under any circumstances.” 
The memo says that viola¬ 
tions of the league’s per¬ 
sonal conduct policy “re¬ 
garding assault, battery, 
domestic violence and 
sexual assault that involve 
physical force will be sub¬ 
ject to enhanced disci¬ 
pline.” 

The personal conduct 
policy is not subject to col¬ 
lective bargaining with the 
players’ union, and the 
commissioner has leeway 
to impose punishments for 
such off-field violations. 

An initial offense of this sort 
will draw a six-week ban 
without pay, although the 
memo says “more severe 
discipline will be imposed 
if there are aggravating 
circumstances such as 
the presence or use of a 
weapon, choking, repeat¬ 
ed striking, or when the 
act is committed against a 
pregnant woman or in the 
presence of a child.” 

In the case of a suspension 
for a second offense, the 
memo says, a player “may 
petition for reinstatement 
after one year but there is 
no assurance that the peti¬ 
tion will be granted.” 

The punishment for Rice 
drew plenty of attention, 
including from Congress, 


and numerous groups that 
advocate for women and 
families criticized the pen¬ 
alty as too lenient. 

Rice's suspension begins 
Saturday, about six months 
after grainy video showed 


him dragging his then-fi¬ 
ancee off a casino eleva¬ 
tor. Rice has never said 
exactly what happened 
in the elevator; he has said 
his actions were “totally 
inexcusable. 
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In this May 23, 2014, file photo, Baltimore Ravens running back 
Ray Rice, right, speaks alongside his wife, Janay, during a news 
conference, Friday, May 23, in Owings Mills, Md. 
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MONDAY 

ffi** FKfottfflftf&Ptif 

- 

TRIPLE THE POINTS 


From: 8.00 - 10.00pm 


TUESDAY 

BLACK JACK NIGHT 


From: 8.00 - 12.00am 


WEDNESDAY 

jLJ-vL. “■ 


RANDOM PICK SLOT WINNER 

Prize 1 - Dinner for two at LG Smiths 
Prize 2 - Lunch for two at Aquarius 
Prize 3 - $50 Free Play Cash 
Raffle will start from 8:00pm 

THURSDAY jjtr r*M*m*t 

FREE SLOT TOURNAMENT 

Prize 1 - $250 
Prize 2 - $200 
Prize 3 - $150 
Prize 4 - $100 

Registration starts at 6:00pm - Tournament starts at 8:00pm 


FRIDAY 

ffnm 

SPIN & WIN 


Spin at 9.00 pm, 9.30pm 10.00pm, 10.30 pm and 11.00 pm 

SATURDAY 



SIZZLING CASH 

Prize 1 - $1000 • Prize 2 - $400 • Prize 3 - $200 
9.30pm -10.30 pm and 11.00 pm 

For more information, please call 583-6000 ext.6318 or ext.6437 

Management reserves the right to cancel or change this campaign. 
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DAILY 2FOR1 HAPPY HOUR FROM 9PM-10PM 
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FRANK 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON DRINK 


HAPPY HOUR 

6;00pm- 8:00pm 


OPEN SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 5 PM TILL 1AM FRIDAY & SATURDAY 5PM TO 3AM 


$3 


MIXED 


DRINKS 


$ 
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Mickelson in a bind with 4 straight playoff events 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
NORTON, Mass. (AP) — Phil 
Mickelson isn’t a fan of four 
straight FedEx Cup playoff 
events that follows a sum¬ 
mer of big events and pre¬ 
cedes the Ryder Cup. 
Mickelson thought about 
skipping the Deutsche 
Bank Championship this 
week. Instead, the five¬ 
time major champion 
showed up at the TPC Bos¬ 
ton on Thursday and didn’t 
even warm up before his 
pro-am round. 

He had not touched a club 
since he missed the 54- 
hole cut Saturday at The 
Barclays. 

“I’m in a bit of predica¬ 
ment, and the predica¬ 
ment is this,” Mickelson 
said. “The tour does not 
own their four or five larg¬ 
est revenue-producing 
events. We don’t own the 
majors or the Ryder Cup. 
The FedEx Cup is really our 
flagship event. As a player 
that has received so much 
from the PGA Tour, there’s 
an obligation there to sup¬ 
port the FedEx Cup. So I 
want to play and I want to 
there. 

“The tough thing for me is 
I don’t ever play a month 
in a row outside the West 
Coast where I’m living at 
home." 

The crowded schedule for 
Mickelson began with his 
title defense of the Scottish 
Open and the British Open. 
After a short week off, the 
World Golf Championship 
was at Firestone, followed 
by the PGA Championship, 
and then after a week 
off, Mickelson faced four 
straight playoff events. 
Maybe. 


He is at No. 57 in the FedEx 
Cup, and only the top 70 
reached the third playoff 
event next week at Cherry 
Hills in Denver. Mickelson 
won the 1990 U.S. Amateur 
at Cherry Hills. He and Furyk 
are the only players in the 
FedEx Cup to have com¬ 


gave birth to their first child 
on Monday. 

The Deutsche Bank Cham¬ 
pionship, for the top 100 in 
the FedEx Cup, has 93 play¬ 
ers, its smallest field ever. 
The PGA Tour, at the re¬ 
quest of the PGA of Amer¬ 
ica, stacked the playoff 


the week before the Ryder 
Cup ... I mean, the charter 
is out of Atlanta, for crying 
out loud. Why don’t we 
just go out of Atlanta? We 
would have had a week in 
between somewhere and 
just split them up. That’s not 
how it worked out. I didn’t 


said he considered playing 
the Wales Open the week 
before the Ryder Cup but 
it didn't work out. 

“This year it's been a rough 
schedule,” he said. 
Mickelson won the 
Deutsche Bank Champi¬ 
onship in 2007 and said it's 



Phil Mickelson greets fans as he walks on the course during the second round of play at The Barclays golf tournament Friday, Aug. 
22, 2014, in Paramus, N.J. Associated Press 


peted there. 

“I may not be in next week," 
Mickelson said. “I may not 
be in the Tour Champion¬ 
ship, and I may not have to 
worry about playing four in 
a row. So we'll see.” 

Sergio Garcia (No. 15) and 
Justin Rose (No. 20) are tak¬ 
ing off this week to rest. So 
is Graeme McDowell (No. 
40), who is assured of being 
in Denver. McDowell’s wife 


events together for a week 
off before the Ryder Cup 
on Sept. 26-28 in Scotland. 
Four years ago, there was 
a week off between the 
BMW Championship and 
the Tour Championship, 
and then the U.S. team 
took a charter out of At¬ 
lanta to Wales. 

“If it were up to me—which 
it isn't — I thought that the 
Tour Championship being 


have a say in that.” 

PGA Tour commissioner Tim 
Finchem said last week the 
FedEx Cup would not be 
four straight weeks in a row 
after this year. 

Mickelson prefers to play 
the week before ma¬ 
jor events, particularly in 
Europe so that he can 
get adjusted to the time 
change and get in a com¬ 
petitive frame of mind. He 


one of his favorite courses. 
But he said he would have 
skipped it if he were in bet¬ 
ter position in the FedEx 
Cup and was assured of 
being in Denver. 

At least the end is near. 
Mickelson said he would 
play hard through the Ry¬ 
der Cup and then not play 
again until 2014, which 
means he won't be play¬ 
ing overseas this year.Q 
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Davis homers 
again, Bucs beat 
Wainwright 


The Associated Press 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Ike Da¬ 
vis hit a two-run homer off a 
speaker above the seats in 
right-center field, Jeff Locke 
outpitched Adam Wain¬ 
wright and the Pittsburgh 
Pirates beat the St. Louis 
Cardinals 3-1 Wednesday. 
Pittsburgh took two of 
three from the defending 
NL champions and has 
won five of seven overall. 
Sf. Louis (71-61) leads the 
NL wild-card race, with San 
Francisco (70-62) trailing 
by a half-game and the 
Pirates (69-64) 1 1-2 games 
back of the Giants for the 
second wild-card berth. 
Davis hit his 10th homer in 
the second after Wain¬ 
wright hit Russell Martin on 
the left elbow with a pitch 
that Martin barely tried 
to avoid. Davis sent an 88 
mph pitch clanking off a 
speaker raised on a pole 
about 15 feet above the 
seats, a drive estimated at 
about 433 feet. 

A night earlier, Davis had 
a pinch-hit, tiebreaking 
three-run homer in the 
eighth inning of Pittsburgh's 
5-2 win. 

Locke (6-3) allowed one 
run and six hits in 7 1-3 in¬ 
nings, giving up Matt Hol¬ 
liday's third-inning homer. 
Locke also singled in the 
third and scored on An¬ 
drew McCutchen’s sacri¬ 
fice fly, just the 11th hit for 
the pitcher in 98 career at- 
bats. 

Mark Melancon pitched 
a one-hit ninth for his 24th 
save in 28 chances. 

BRAVES 3, METS 2 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ja¬ 
son Heyward hit a leadoff 
home run off Zack Wheel¬ 
er, and Julio Teheran won 
his third straight start. 
Hayward connected on 
Wheeler’s third pitch of the 
game for his 11th homer 
this season. After Wil Flores’ 
home run tied the score 
in the second, the Braves 
went ahead for good in the 
third. Phil Gosselin reached 
on a bunt single, Freddie 
Freeman doubled, Justin 


Upton hit an RBI ground- 
out and shortstop Ruben 
Tejada allowed Evan Gat- 
tis’ two-out bouncer to pop 
out of his glove for a run¬ 
scoring error. 

Teheran (13-9) gave up 
three hit in 6 1-3 innings, 
struck out four and walked 
two. 

Craig Kimbrel got his 39th 
save in 43 chances. 

REDS 7, CUBS 5 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Skip 
Schumaker drove in a pair 
of runs with a double and 
a single, and the Reds 
withstood Jorge Soler's first 
at-bat homer and his RBI 
single. 

Soler, a 22-year-old pros¬ 
pect from Cuba, was 
called up Wednesday af¬ 
ter getting a nine-year, $30 
million deal from fhe Cubs 
in 2012. 

He started in right field and 
bafted fiffh. 

Affer Luis Valbuena led off 
the second inning with a 
homer off Mat Latos (5-3), 
Soler hit a 2-1 pitch into 
the Reds’ bullpen in center 
field. The last Cub to homer 
in his first at-bat also did it 
in Cincinnati: Starlin Castro 
off Homer Bailey on May 7, 
2010. 

Soler also had an RBI single 
off Jonathan Broxton in the 
eighth, cutting it to 6-5. La¬ 
tos pitched into the eighth 
and gave up four runs while 
fanning a season-high 10 
batters. 

Pinch-hitter Chris Heisey 
homered in the bottom of 
the inning. Aroldis Chap¬ 
man escaped a two-on 
threat in the ninth, getting 
his 28th save in 30 chances. 
PHILLIES 8, NATIONALS 4 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — 
Pinch-hitter Grady Size¬ 
more hit a go-ahead two- 
run homer in the sixth in¬ 
ning, helping the Phillies 
complete a three-game 
sweep. 

Marlon Byrd hit a two-run 
homer and Jimmy Rollins 
hit a solo shot to back Kyle 
Kendrick (7-11). The right¬ 
hander allowed four runs 
and seven hits in six innings. 



Pittsburgh Pirates' Ike Davis, center, rounds second past St. Louis Cardinals second baseman Dan¬ 
iel Descalso after hitting a two-run home run off St. Louis Cardinals' starting pitcher Adam Wain¬ 
wright during the second inning of a baseball game in Pittsburgh Wednesday, Aug. 27, 2014. 

Associated Press 


The last-place Phillies went 
7-2 on their best homes- 
tand this season. 

Denard Span was 3 for 4 
and fell a triple short of the 
cycle for the Nationals. 
Doug Fister (12-5) allowed 
a season-high 10 hits and 
five runs — four earned — 
in 5 2-3 innings. 

The Nationals had won 12 
of 13 before losing three in 
a row in Philadelphia. 
GIANTS 4, ROCKIES 2 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Buster Posey hit a game¬ 
ending two-run shot for his 
third homer in two nights, 
sending the Giants to Bruce 
Bochy’s 1,600th manage¬ 
rial victory. 

Posey sent an 0-1 pitch 
from Juan Nicasio (5-6) 
just inside the left-field foul 
pole for his 18th homer of 
the year and second ca¬ 


reer walkoff homer. He also 
had one on May 3, 2013, 
against the Dodgers. 
Santiago Casilla (2-3), who 
was ill Tuesday, plunked 
leadoff hitter Drew Stubbs 
in the back to start the 
ninth. Justin Morneau then 
doubled him home to tie 
the game at 2. Casilla got 
a key double play to get 
out of the inning. 

Tim Hudson's strong eight¬ 
inning, eight-strikeout out¬ 
ing was wasted. 

PADRES 3, BREWERS 2 
SAN DIEGO (AP) — Rene 
Rivera tied the game with 
a home run in the ninth in¬ 
ning, then won it with an 
RBI single in the 10th for San 
Diego. 

Rivera opened the ninth 
with his shot off Francisco 
Rodriguez. In the 10th, Seth 
Smith walked and Yasmani 


Grandal singled to start the 
inning against Zach Duke 
(4-1). Smith was thrown 
out at third on a fielder's 
choice and, one ouf later, 
Rivera singled to center to 
drive in Grandal from sec¬ 
ond. 

Dale Thayer (4-3) pitched 
the 10th for the victory. 

The Brewers took a 2-0 led 
in the seventh inning on 
Elian Herrera’s RBI double 
and a passed ball charged 
to Rivera. 

Jake Goebbert’s RBI single 
in the bottom of the inning 
pulled the Padres to 2-1. 

DODGERS 3, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Clayton 
Kershaw allowed only an 
unearned run in eight in¬ 
nings to become the first 
16-game winner in the 
majors. □ 
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Hours are from: 
5:30p.m. till 7:00p.m. 


Choose one 

* Stuffed Avocado 

* Escorgots Bourguignon 
Fruits of the Seven Seas 

* Choice of Soup 


5:30l 


* Breaded Grouper 

Topped with coconut shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

* Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

* Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 

* Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of linguini pasta 


DeMenlb 

Dessert, Coffee 
or Tea 




























FRIDAY 29 AUGUST 


DISPORTS 



World Cup Preview 

Weakened U.S. team aims for world basketball title 



United States' Derrick Rose (6), of the Chicago Bulls, drives 
between Brazil's Anderson Varejao (11), of the Cleveland 
Cavaliers, and Brazil's Raulzinho Neto (5) during the second 
half of an exhibition basketball game Saturday, Aug. 16, 2014, 
in Chicago. Associated Press 


BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Basketball Writer 
BILBAO, Spain (AP) — The 

bad news just kept com¬ 
ing, the only difference 
whether the culprit was in¬ 
jury or interest. 

Some stars couldn’t play. 
Others wouldn’t. Then the 
losses really started piling 
up for the U.S. national bas¬ 
ketball team. 

Kevin Love pulled out while 
awaiting his recently com¬ 
pleted trade to Cleveland. 
Paul George broke his right 
leg in a horrific collision that 
shook up teammates and 
perhaps the future of inter¬ 
national basketball. Finally, 
Kevin Durant, the Ameri¬ 
cans’ best player and the 
NBA’s MVP, changed his 
mind about taking part in 
the FIBA Basketball World 
Cup. 

The U.S. team that remains 
is good enough to win but 
vulnerable enough to lose 
— perhaps to the Spain 
squad that was so close 
against much more pow¬ 
erful Americans in the last 
two Olympics and could 
get a third shot on its home 
court. 

“We still have a goal and 


LA ZLIBIA, Spain (AP) — Ale¬ 
jandro Valverde of Spain 
surged forward to win the 
sixth stage of the Spanish 
Vuelta and take the over¬ 
all lead on Thursday. 

The 31-year-old Movistar 
rider climbed to the finish 
line in 4 hours, 35 minutes, 
27 seconds, just ahead 
of Christopher Froome of 
Britain and Spain's Alberto 
Contador, who both fin¬ 
ished in fhe same time. 
Two-time Vuelta winner 
Valverde takes the overall 
lead on 22 hours, 48 min¬ 
utes, 8 seconds, ahead of 
Nairo Quintana of Colom¬ 
bia who is 15 seconds be¬ 
hind and Contador who is 
18 seconds back. Fourth- 
place Joaquin Rodriguez 
was eight seconds back. 
Race conditions along the 
a 167-kilometer (104 miles) 
ride from Benalmadena 


fhaf's to win gold, and 
we can’t (say), ‘Oh, Kevin 
dropped out, Paul got hurt, 
so this is going to be tough 


to La Zubia were very hot, 
reaching close to 40 de¬ 
grees Centigrade (104 
Farenheit), and riders were 
seen drinking and pouring 
water over themselves 
regularly. 

Rodriguez pushed forward 
with 600 meters to go but 
Valverde and Froome 
kept pace, with Quintana 
lagging behind in the 
heat. 

“Although I’ve won, it’s 
very difficult to have a 
good time in this heat," 
said Valverde. "I was main¬ 
taining a good rhythm and 
when Rodriguez broke I 
went after him and had 
enough strength to finish 
him off.” 

Just after the category- 
two Alto de Zafarraya 
climb, 85 kilometers into 
the race. Pirn Ligthart and 
Lluis Mas broke away from 


for us,’" U.S. center An¬ 
thony Davis said. “We hear 
everybody saying that. 
We're trying to prove that 


the pack and established 
a 14-minute lead. 

Mas gave up trying to 
keep up with Lighart with 
four kilometers to go and 
the pack overtook the 
breakaways on the final 
ascent, 2.5 kilometers be¬ 
fore the finish. 

“I couldn’t have imagined 
finishing among the first 
10 riders and look, I near¬ 
ly challenged for a stage 
victory," said Contador, 
who fractured his right 
shin in a crash during the 
10th stage of the Tour de 
France on July 15. 

Friday’s stage is a hilly 169 
kilometer (105 mile) ride 
from Alhendin to Alcau- 
dete and is expected to 
be raced in hot condi¬ 
tions. 

The 21-stage race ends in 
Santiago de Compostela 
on Sept. 14.Q 


wrong.” 

The former world baskefball 
championship begins Sat¬ 
urday at four sites through¬ 
out Spain and the Canary 
Islands. The Americans start 
a fairly benign group here 
in Basque Country against 
Finland, with Spain facing 
the most powerful pool in 
Granada, joined by Euro¬ 
pean champion France, 
Brazil and Serbia. 

Eight teams will advance 
to Barcelona and the oth¬ 
er eight to Madrid for the 
knockout rounds. The gold- 
medal game is Sept. 14 in 
Madrid, the only time the 
U.S. and Spain could meet. 
The Americans held off the 
Spanish in Olympic thrillers 
in 2008 and 2012, fueled by 
LeBron James, Kobe Bry¬ 
ant, Chris Paul and Carme- 
lo Anthony. It would now 
be up to a much younger 
U.S. squad — its young¬ 
est featuring professionals 
— led by Davis, Stephen 
Curry, Derrick Rose, James 
Harden and Kyrie Irving. 
And if they win, USA Basket¬ 
ball chairman Jerry Colan- 
gelo said it would be even 
sweeter than the Olympic 
victories. 

“When you have expecta¬ 
tions based on what you 
think you had, and you get 
dealt those blows and you 
recover and you're able 
to still get the job done, it’s 
sweet,” Colangelo said. 
“That’s why I said what I 
did.” 

Other contenders are also 
short-handed. 

Tony Parker is taking the 
summer off instead of play¬ 
ing for France, and Spurs 
teammafe Manu Ginobili 
can'f suit up for Argentina 
because of a lingering leg 
injury. Lithuania starting 
point guard Mantas Kalni- 
etas was lost to a shoulder 
injury Tuesday in an exhibi¬ 
tion game, weakening a 
potential semifinal oppo¬ 
nent for the Americans. 
That could leave Spain as 
the team arriving in the 
best shape, a skilled and 
veteran unit featuring Pau 
Gasol, Marc Gasol and 
Serge Ibaka up front and 
Jose Calderon, Ricky Ru¬ 
bio, Rudy Fernandez and 
Juan Carlos Navarro in the 
backcourt. The 2006 world 


champions went 8-0 in ex¬ 
hibition play. 

“It's a very special oppor¬ 
tunity to try and achieve 
something big, which is 
nothing other than to be 
world champions again," 
Pau Gasol told FIBA.com 
recently. “It would be in¬ 
credible to achieve this at 
home but in order to do 
that, we need to follow a 
lot of steps, compete at 
the highest level, give ev¬ 
erything and enjoy every 
moment.” 

The Americans were beat¬ 
en by Greece in the semi¬ 
finals of the ‘06 worlds but 
haven’t lost since, running 
off 54 straight victories. 
They are the only team 
deep enough to withstand 
the kind of player losses 
they’ve faced and still be 
considered by many the 
team to beat. 

“They have a great team 
and I think they are the fa¬ 
vorite in this world cham¬ 
pionship," Slovenia’s Edo 
Muric said after the Ameri¬ 
cans’ 101-71 exhibition vic¬ 
tory in the Canary Islands 
on Tuesday. 

But they are young, with an 
average age of just 24.08 
years, about a half-year 
younger fhan fhe 2010 
championship feam fhaf 
featured holdovers Curry, 
Rose, and Rudy Gay. That 
might seem old in the fu¬ 
ture if NBA owners, in the 
wake of George’s injury, 
push to re-examine the 
policy of allowing veteran 
players to compete inter¬ 
nationally. 

For now, youth is another 
obstacle the Americans 
face as they try to repeat 
as world champions for the 
first time. 

“I feel old. I’m like fhe third- 
oldest guy on the team 
compared to back then,” 
the 26-year-old Curry said. 
“We were all 21 and 22 
year olds, couple of vets, 
so we’re all at different 
parts of our career right 
now. More experienced, 
and having that experi¬ 
ence in Turkey to rely on 
for myself, D-Rose ... and 
Rudy hopefully can lead 
this team where we want 
to go. “We definitely have 
high expectations for what 
we're trying to do.'O 


Alejandro Valverde of Spain 
wins 6th Vuelta stage 
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Visual search to shop: gimmick or game changing? 



This undated image provided by Amazon shows the company’s 
Firefly app. A key feature of Amazon’s new Fire smartphone is its 
Firefly service, a visual search feature, which also has modes for 
music and video. 

Associated Press 

New Samsung smartwatch 
won’t need companion phone 


MAE ANDERSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Imagine 
using your phone to snap 
a photo of the cool pair 
of sunglasses your friend 
is wearing and instantly 
receiving a slew of infor¬ 
mation about the shades 
along with a link to order 
them. 

It’s a great idea — but it 
doesn’t quite work. 

Though many companies 
are trying to make “visual 
search" a reality, this seem¬ 
ingly simple notion remains 
elusive. 

Take Amazon, which made 
visual search a key feature 
in its new Fire smartphone. 
The e-commerce compa¬ 
ny says the feature, known 
as Firefly, can recognize 
100 million items. It’s similar 
to a Flow feature Amazon 
has on its apps for ofher 
phones. 

So far. Firefly can reliably 
make ouf labels of prod¬ 
ucts such as Altoids or Ce¬ 
lestial Seasonings tea. That 
makes it easy to buy items 
such as groceries online. 

But try it on a checkered 
shirt or anything without 
sharp corners, and no such 
luck. 

“It works really well when 
we can match an image to 
the product catalog," says 
Mike Torres, an Amazon 
executive who works on 
the Fire’s software. “Where 
things are rounded or don’t 
have (visual markers) to 
latch on to, like a black 
shoe, it’s a little harder to 
do image recognition.” 
Visual search is impor¬ 
tant to retailers because it 
makes mobile shopping a 
snap — literally. 

It’s much easier to take a 
picture than to type in a 
description of something 
you want. Shopping on cell¬ 
phones and tablets is still a 
small part of retail sales, but 
it’s growing quickly. That 
makes it important to sim¬ 
plify the process as much 
as possible — especially as 
people look to visual sites 
such as Instagram and Pin- 
terest as inspiration for pur¬ 
chases. 

“Retailers are trying to get 
the user experience simple 
enough so people are will¬ 
ing to buy on their phones, 
not just use it as a research 


tool,” eMarketer analyst 
Yory Wurmser said. 

Mobile software that scans 
codes, such as QR codes 
and UPC symbols, are fairly 
common. Creating apps 
that consistently recognize 
images and objects has 
been more challenging. 
Forrester analyst Sucharita 
Mulpuru believes it could 
take at least three more 
years. 

Since 2009, Google’s Gog¬ 
gles app for Android has 
succeeded in picking up 
logos and landmarks. But 
Google says on its web¬ 
site that the app is “not so 
good" at identifying cars, 
furniture and clothes in 
photos. What's holding vi¬ 
sual search back? 

The technology works by 
analyzing visual character¬ 
istics, or points, such as col¬ 
or, shape and texture. Am¬ 
azon’s Firefly, for example, 
identifies a few hundred 
points to identify a book 
and up to 1,000 for paint¬ 
ings. U.K. startup Cortexica 
uses 800 to 1,500 points to 
create a virtual fingerprint 
for the image. It then scans 
its database of about 4 mil¬ 
lion images for a match. 
Without easily identifiable 
markers, non-labeled ob¬ 
jects are difficult to iden¬ 
tify. Lighting conditions, 
photo quality, distance, 
angles and other factors 
can throw the technology 
off. Visual search works 
best when there is a clearly 
defined image on a white 
background. 

Some retailers are finding 
success with visual search 
by keeping the selection 
of searchable products lim¬ 
ited. 

Target's new “In a Snap” 
app works only with items 
from its Room Essentials fur¬ 
niture, bedding and decor 
line. And it works only when 
snapping a product im¬ 
age in a magazine ad, not 
when you see the actual 
product on a shelf. When 
a shopper scans the ad, 
items pop up for the shop¬ 
per to add to a shopping 
cart. 

Heels.com, an online shoe 
retailer, keeps visual search 
limited to shoes. Shoppers 
upload pictures or send 
links of shoes and are of¬ 
fered similar pairs for sale 


on fhe company’s website. 
“People shop through im¬ 
ages nowadays,” Heels, 
com CEO Eric McCoy says. 
“We want to give them the 
exact shoe, or something 
similar." 

So, the race is on to per¬ 
fect the technology that 
will create smartphone 
apps that easily recognize 
objects in a real-world en¬ 
vironment. 

Cortexica's founders spent 
seven years on academic 
research before forming 
fhe company in 2009. Since 
fhen, it has been trying to 
mold the technology work 
more like the human brain 
when it comes to identify¬ 
ing objects. 

“Someday you’ll be taking 
a picture of a whole per¬ 
son, and if will identify the 
different the things they're 
wearing and offer recom¬ 
mendations,” says lain Mc- 
Cready, CEO of Cortexica. 
□ 



This undated product image 
provided by Samsung shows 
the Gear S watch. Samsung 
unveiled the new Gear S, 
the company's fourth major 
smartwatch in a year, Thurs¬ 
day, Aug. 28, 2014. 

Associated Press 

ANICK JESDANUN 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — With the 
holiday shopping season 
coming, Samsung and LG 
unveiled small improve¬ 
ments to their computer¬ 
ized wristwatches to try to 
sway shoppers. 

Samsung's latest version 
can do more without a 
smartphone to go with it. 
LG’s has a round screen. 
Apple is also believed 
to be working on its own 


smartwatch, and could 
announce it at a Sept. 9 
event. Smartwatches are 
another product technol¬ 
ogy companies can of¬ 
fer since many people al¬ 
ready have smartphones 
and tablet computers. But 
companies have yet to 
make a strong case for why 
everyday consumers need 
smarfwafches, especially 
when so far fhey have had 
liftle funcfionalify without a 
phone nearby. 

Samsung’s new Gear S, the 
company's fourth major 
smartwatch in a year, will 
have 3G cellular connec¬ 
tivity so that it can receive 
notifications directly from 
social networks, calendars 
and other apps. The Gear 
S promises to offer furn- 
by-furn walking directions 
using mapping data from 
Nokia's Here service. It also 
promises to make and re¬ 
ceive phone calls, though 
it’s not clear how that will 
work without its own phone 
number. 

For this watch, Samsung 
Electronics Co. is using a 
fledging operating system 
called Tizen rather than 
Google’s Android Wear, 


which Google has promot¬ 
ed as a way for the same 
apps to work with watches 
from competing manufac¬ 
turers. The new watch will 
have a screen that mea¬ 
sures 2 inches diagonally, 
which is slightly larger than 
those on Samsung's previ¬ 
ous watches. The display 
will be curved to fit better 
around the wrist. 

Samsung on Thursday also 
unveiled a headset called 
Gear Circle. 

Both products will be avail¬ 
able starting in October, 
though the company 
didn’t say whether they 
will be available in the U.S. 
then. Prices weren't an¬ 
nounced. LG Electronics 
Inc., meanwhile, unveiled 
a watch with a 1,3-inch 
circular screen — a depar¬ 
ture from fhe rectangular 
design found in previous 
smartwafches from LG and 
others. Like the G Watch 
that came out in June, the 
new G Watch R will use 
Google’s Android Wear 
system. LG said nothing 
about prices and release 
dates other than to say the 
watch will come out early 
in the fourth quarterO 
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Wall Street ends slightly lower; retailers fall 


ALEX VEIGA 
AP Business Writer 

U.S. financial markets end¬ 
ed slightly lower Thursday, 
marking their first loss in a 
week of record highs. 

The escalating conflict in 
Ukraine, disappointing re¬ 
tail earnings and profit out¬ 
looks combined to weigh 
down the market, eclipsing 
some good news on the 
U.S. economy and labor 
market. 

“The key driver was largely 
the Ukraine news and the 
uncertainty of what that 
means,” said Erik Davidson, 
deputy chief investment 
officer at Wells Fargo Pri¬ 
vate Bank. 

U.S. stock index futures 
pointed to a lower open¬ 
ing in premarket trad¬ 
ing Thursday, following a 
downward turn in global 
stock markets as traders 
reacted to the develop¬ 
ments in Ukraine. 

Ukraine President Petro Po- 
roshenko said Russian forc¬ 
es had entered his country. 
He called an emergency 
meeting of the nation’s 
security council. The yield 
on the 10-year Treasury 
note declined as investors 
sought out lower-risk assets. 
A string of disappointing 
earnings and profit outlooks 
late Wednesday and early 
Thursday also weighed on 
the market early on. 

Not all the news was dis¬ 
couraging. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment estimated that the 
U.S. economy grew at an 
annual rate of 4.2 percent 


in the April-June quarter. 
The Labor Department 
added to the good news, 
saying the number of 
Americans seeking unem¬ 
ployment benefits slipped 
last week to 298,000, a low 
level that signals employ¬ 
ers are cutting fewer jobs 
and hiring is likely to remain 


points, or 0.2 percent, to 
1,996.74. The index hit re¬ 
cord highs the first three 
days of the week. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average slid 42.44 points, 
or 0.3 percent, to 17,079.57. 
The Nasdaq composite 
shed 11.93 points, or 0.3 
percent, to 4,557.69. 


Williams-Sonoma tumbled 
12 percent after the cook¬ 
ware and home furnishings 
company issue a disap¬ 
pointing full-year profit out¬ 
look late Wednesday. The 
stock shed $8.96 to $65.93. 
Tilly's lost 4.3 percent af¬ 
ter the company forecast 
a difficult summer, not- 


Traders James Doherty, left, and Thomas Ferrigno work on the floor of the New York Stock 
Exchange. U.S. financial markets ended slightly lower Thursday, marking their first loss in a week 
of record highs. (AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


strong. 

“The economic data in the 
U.S. continues to look quite 
good,” Davidson said. 
Nonetheless, major U.S. 
stock indexes opened 
lower. They pared some of 
their losses as the day went 
on, but remained down 
the rest of the day. 

All told, the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 index fell 3.38 


Major U.S. indexes are on 
track to end higher for the 
month and are up for the 
year. 

Trading volume was lighter 
than the recent average 
ahead of the Labor Day 
holiday. 

Investors seized on the 
lackluster earnings to re¬ 
duce their holdings in sev¬ 
eral retailers. 


ing customer traffic was 
down and merchandise 
discounts were cutting into 
its profit. The stock slid 37 
cents to $8.15. 

Genesco also declined af¬ 
ter the apparel and foot¬ 
wear seller issued a profit 
outlook that was shy of 
Wall Street’s expectations. 
Genesco sank $6.73, or 7.6 
percent, to $81.94.Q 



Dubai port operator HI profits up 26 percent 


ADAM SCHRECK 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Dubai-based 
port operator DP World 
said Thursday its profit rose 
26 percent in the first half 
of the year as it was able 
to process more cargo 
thanks to new capacity 
and a pick-up in global 
trade. 

The government-backed 
cargo handler said it 
earned $332 million in prof¬ 
it attributable to its owners 
during the first six months 
of 2014, up from $264 mil¬ 
lion during the same pe¬ 
riod a year earlier. 

DP World ranks among the 


largest port operators, with 
a heavy emphasis on fast¬ 
growing markets in the de¬ 
veloping world. It operates 
more than 65 sea cargo 
terminals on six continents, 
with additional projects 
being developed in India, 
Africa, Europe and the 
Middle East. That broad 
geographic footprint gives 
it a window onto trade 
flows around the world. 

Its holdings include the 
new London Gateway 
port in Britain and Embra- 
port in Brazil. It also runs 
Dubai’s sprawling Jebel Ali 
seaport, the busiest in the 
Middle East. 

“The addition of new ca¬ 


pacity and a pick-up in 
global trade has resulted 
in a return to robust volume 
growth, which has trans¬ 
lated into an impressive 
financial performance,” 
Chairman Sultan Ahmed 
bin Sulayem said. 

Revenue for the first half 
increased to $1.66 billion, 
up from $1.51 billion a year 
earlier. 

Increased cargo volumes 
were a key driver of those 
sales. The company han¬ 
dled the equivalent of 
13.9 million standard 20- 
foot shipping containers at 
ports it controls during the 
first half of the year, com¬ 
pared to 12.8 million con¬ 


tainers during the same 
period a year earlier. 

In the short term, CEO 
Mohammed Sharaf cau¬ 
tioned that geopolitical 
issues could prove chal¬ 
lenging through the end 
of the year. But executives 
voiced confidence in the 
company’s future, saying 
it is well-placed to take 
advantage of the indus¬ 
try’s long-term potential. 
Sharaf described the com¬ 
pany's finances as strong, 
saying its high cash flow 
gives it the ability to invest 
in growth “and the flex¬ 
ibility to make new invest¬ 
ments should the right op¬ 
portunities arise.”□ 



Shell submits a 
plan for Alaskan 
oil exploration 

CLIFFORD KRAUSS 
© 2014 New York Times 

After years of legal and logis¬ 
tical setbacks and dogged 
opposition from environ¬ 
mentalists, Royal Dutch Shell 
submitted a plan to the fed¬ 
eral government Thursday to 
try once again to explore for 
oil in the Alaskan Arctic. 

The company emphasized 
that it had not made a final 
decision on whether to drill 
or not next summer, but that 
the filing with the Interior De¬ 
partment preserved its op¬ 
tions. Shell says the program 
consists of two drilling rigs 
working simultaneously in 
the Chukchi Sea, which has 
the potential to produce 
more than 400,000 barrels of 
oil a day. 

Over the past eight years 
Shell’s Alaskan Arctic ef¬ 
forts have been plagued 
by blunders and accidents 
involving ships and support 
equipment, climaxing with 
the grounding of one of its 
drilling vessels in late Decem¬ 
ber 2012 in stormy seas. Envi¬ 
ronmental groups seized on 
the episodes as evidence to 
support their claims that drill¬ 
ing in the Arctic is overly risky 
because of ice floes, dark¬ 
ness in winter and the pres¬ 
ence of several species of 
threatened wildlife, includ¬ 
ing polar bears. 

The company, which has 
spent roughly $6 billion on 
the effort, drilled two shal¬ 
low wells in Alaska’s Arctic 
during 2012. But the federal 
government did not allow 
Shell to reach the deeper, 
oil-bearing formations; the 
company did not have the 
required ability to contain 
spills after the testing failure 
of a containment dome de¬ 
signed to cap a runaway 
well and collect oil in case 
of an accident. 

Shell’s plans for the Alaskan 
Arctic have looked doubtful 
since Ben van Beurden took 
over as the company’s new 
chief executive nearly nine 
months ago and pledged 
to increase discipline on ris¬ 
ing costs and improve cash 
flow. 

But in recent weeks. Shell 
has shown renewed interest 
in its Alaska efforts by signing 
an agreement with several 
Alaska Native corporations 
to share profits from offshore 
drilling.Q 
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Lending Club, middleman for small loans, plans an IPO 


MICHAEL J. de la MERCED 
© 2014 New York Times 

Obtaining a loan was once 
a matter of heading down 
to the bank and applying. 
But the technology boom 
of the last decade has 
given rise to a new way, 
where Web-savvy investors 
can connect directly with 
would-be borrowers. 

Now, by filing Wednesday 
for an initial public offering, 
the leader in the so-called 
peer-to-peer lending in¬ 
dustry, Lending Club, plans 
to test how popular and 
durable the business mod¬ 
el can be. Though compa¬ 
nies like Twitter and Uber 
draw a huge amount of 
attention in the consumer 
technology universe, the 
nearly 8-year-old Lending 
Club has carved out a spe¬ 
cial niche online: lending. 
And in the process, it has 
garnered fans across Wall 
Street and Silicon Valley. 
Together with competitors 
like Prosper Marketplace, 
the company functions 
largely as an intermedi¬ 
ary connecting those with 
money with those who 
want it. It is an industry that 
supporters say is becoming 
a robust alternative to tra¬ 
ditional bank lending and 
largely sky-high credit-card 
interest rates. 

Since it began making 
loans in 2007, Lending Club 
has become the clear 
leader in the field, over¬ 
taking older rivals like Pros¬ 
per in the process. From 
its founding through the 
first half of this year, the 
company says that it has 
financed more than $5 
billion worth of loans and 
paid nearly $494 million 
in interest to investors in 
those loans. That success 
has fed into high ambitions 
for future growth, although 
it is not currently turning 
a profit. In its prospectus 
Wednesday, Lending Club 
listed $500 million as a pre¬ 
liminary fundraising target 
- but it could seek to raise 
even more, according to a 
person briefed on the mat¬ 
ter. That initial goal would 
still be enough to rank the 
prospective public offering 
as one of the 10 biggest 
stock market debuts of an 
Internet company. That 
would put it in the com¬ 
pany of Groupon, Orbitz 


and other big online con¬ 
sumer brands. It also re¬ 
mains to be seen whether 
it can sustain the demand 


CHAD BRAY 

MARK SCOn 

© 2014 New York Times 

The French conglomerate 
Vivendi said Thursday that 
it would enter exclusive 
talks with Telefonica for its 
telecommunications unit in 
Brazil after it received two 
offers for the business ear¬ 
lier in the day. 

Telefonica raised its bid 
Thursday to about $9.8 
billion for Global Village 
Telecom, which operates 
a broadband network in 
Brazil. 

Telefonica, which had of¬ 
fered to buy the unit earlier 
this month, wants to com¬ 
bine the business with its 
existing mobile and broad¬ 
band services in Brazil, 
which operate under the 
Vivo brand. 

The revised bid came short¬ 
ly after Telecom Italia, one 
of Telefonica's main rivals 
in Brazil, offered to pay a 
combination of cash and 
shares that valued Global 
Village Telecom at 7 billion 
euros ($9.2 billion). 

Vivendi said the Telefonica 
offer “best meets" its stra¬ 
tegic and financial goals, 
namely to exit the tele¬ 
communications business. 
Vivendi has been selling 
telecommunications assets 


from investors when inter¬ 
est rates rise, which would 
make other investments 
like bonds more attractive. 


to focus on its media hold¬ 
ings like the Universal Mu¬ 
sic Group and the French 
pay-television operator 
Canal Plus. 

“Vivendi begins a new 
phase in its development 
to become an integrated 
industrial group focused on 
media and content,” the 
company said in a news 
release. 


The emergence of Lend¬ 
ing Club and others re¬ 
flects the Silicon Valley 
determination to shake 


band networks in Brazil to 
offset a gradual slowdown 
in growth in the country’s 
traditional mobile phone 
market. 

The two operators also 
continue to report sluggish 
growth in their home mar¬ 
kets, and Brazil - despite 
concerns that its economy 
is slowing - offers an oppor¬ 
tunity to bolster their over- 


up traditional industries 
using the latest technolo¬ 
gies. Its chief executive, 
Renaud Laplanche, was 
partly inspired by reading 
through his mail years ago. 
His credit card statement 
listed an interest rate of 17 
percent. His savings ac¬ 
count disclosed a rate of 
just 0.5 percent. 

“I believe we can trans¬ 
form the current banking 
system into a frictionless, 
transparent and highly ef¬ 
ficient online marketplace 
that provides affordable 
credit to borrowers and 
creates great investment 
opportunities for investors, 
helping millions of people 
achieve their financial 
goals,” Laplanche wrote in 
a letter in the prospectus. 
From the start, the com¬ 
pany has focused on rel¬ 
atively safe loans, using 
advanced computer al¬ 
gorithms that measure bor¬ 
rowers’ creditworthiness.Q 


the region last year. 

As of the end of June, Tele¬ 
fonica had about 95 million 
customer accounts in Bra¬ 
zil, primarily mobile clients. 
Telecom Italia’s Brazilian 
operations have about 
73.4 million customers and 
annual revenue of about 7 
billion euros, the company 
said. 

Telecom Italia had hoped 
to combine Global Village 
Telecom with TIM Partici- 
pagoes, also known as TIM 
Brasil, which is controlled 
by the former Italian mo¬ 
nopoly. 

Barring a change of heart 
by Vivendi or a breakdown 
in negotiations, Telecom 
Italia may have to look 
elsewhere to increase the 
size of its Brazilian business. 
The Brazilian provider Oi 
has separately signaled 
a willingness to pursue its 
own combination, saying 
Wednesday that it had 
hired the investment bank 
BTG Pactual to explore 
the possibility of acquiring 
Telecom Italia’s controlling 
stake in TIM Participagoes. 
“Oi will keep its share¬ 
holders and the market 
informed of any mate¬ 
rial events,” the company 
said in a regulatory filing 
Wednesday .□ 



Men walk out of Telefonica head offices in Madrid. The French 
conglomerate Vivendi said Thursday that it would enter 
exclusive talks with Telefonica for its telecommunications unit 


in Brazil. 

The proposals pitted Tele¬ 
com Italia against Telefoni¬ 
ca, which through a sepa¬ 
rate holding company is 
the largest shareholder of 
its Italian rival. 

The rival bids signaled the 
desire of both companies 
to expand their broad- 


(AP Photo/Paul White) 

all revenues. 

Telefonica's Brazilian oper¬ 
ations, for example, are a 
main driver of its business in 
Latin America. The Brazilian 
unit posted revenue of 12.2 
billion euros in 2013 and 
accounted for 42 percent 
of Telefonica’s revenue in 



Renaud Laplanche, the chief executive of Lending Club, at the peer-to-peer lender's office 
in Redwood City, Calif. In a prospectus that, if met, would rank it among the 10 largest stock 
debuts of an internet-based company. Lending Club filed to go public on Aug. 27, 2014. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times) 


Vivendi favors Telefonica's $9.8B bid for Brazil unit 
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Conceptis Sudoku 



EARLY IN A 

OUR MARRIAGE 
WE LEARN/ED 
NEVER TO BLAME 
EACH OTHER. 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


1 

w 

c 

(0 

Q> 

N 

3 

Q. 

(/) 

> 

(0 

U 

5_ 

CD 

•*-> 

0) 

2 


8 

2 

1 

7 

3 

5 

4 

6 

9 

4 

6 

3 

1 

9 

2 

7 

5 

8 

5 

9 

7 

8 

6 

4 

2 

1 

3 

9 

7 

8 

5 

4 

6 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

5 

2 

7 

8 

9 

4 

6 

6 

4 

2 

9 

1 

3 

8 

7 

5 

1 

3 

9 

6 

2 

7 

5 

8 

4 

7 

5 

4 

3 

8 

1 

6 

9 

2 

2 

8 

6 

4 

5 

9 

1 

3 

7 


ACROSS 

1 Staple at Italian 
meals 

6 Dishonest way 
to make 
money 

10 Carpet with a 
thick pile 

14 Modify 

15 _ oneself; 
work steadily 

16 Ring of light 
above a saint 

17 Ship’s poles 

18 Had debts 

19 Chief Norse 
deity 

20 Violent 
downpours 

22 Show up 

24 Dollar bills 

25 Sound of 
dishes being 
hastily stacked 

26 Ensnare 

29 In speedily 

30 Zodiac sign 

31 Shoestrings 

33 Nylon mishaps 

37 Injure through 

rough handling 

39 Reluctant 

41 Exchange 

42 “Turkey in the 

44 Firebug’s crime 

46 Cotton gin man 
_ Whitney 

47 Uncouth 

49 Become firm 

51 Up-to-date 

54 Trick; fool 

55 Scallions, e.g. 

56 “...O’er the_ 

we watched...” 

60 _ together; 
combines 

61 _out; become 

dilapidated 

63 Boise’s state 

64 Signals to an 
actor 

65 “Jane 
Bronte novel 

66 At no time 

67 In this place 

68 Oliver or Rex 

69 Say hello to 
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DOWN 

1 In the_; 

before now 

2 Dog food brand 

3 Celebrity 

4 Extreme fear 

5 Supply of 
weapons 

6 Blemishes 

7 Crow sounds 

8 Highest spade 

9 Olympic prizes 

10 Abbreviates 

11 “I’ve _!”; cry 
from one who’s 
out of patience 

12 Still breathing 

13 One doomed 
21 Kathmandu’s 

nation 

23 “Phooey!” 

25 Throws 

26 Lawn trees 

27 _ as a pin 

28 Sightseeing trip 

29 Listens 
32 Seashore 

34 Floored 

35 Violent wind 
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36 Twirl 

38 Game played 
with long sticks 
40 Boring 
43 Architect Sir 
Christopher _ 
45 Taking a rest 
48 Reply 
50 Kindle user 


51 Team director 

52 Excessive 

53 Equestrian 

54 Was bold 

56 Uncommon 

57 Talk wildly 

58 You, biblically 

59 Type; variety 
62 Needle’s hole 
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Dominican legal status still elusive 
for migrants 



EZEQUIEL ABIU LOPEZ 
Associated Press 
SANTO DOMINGO, Do¬ 
minican Republic (AP) — 

The Dominican Republic 
will soon issue the first resi¬ 
dency and work permits 
for migrants under a new 
program that will enable 
them to avoid the risk of 
deportation, officials said 
Thursday, conceding that 
so far few have managed 
to qualify. 

Since the year-long appli¬ 
cation period opened on 
June 2, more than 115,000 
people have applied for 
legal status in the country, 
according to Deputy In¬ 
terior Minister Washington 
Gonzalez. 

So far, however, only 275 
have met the criteria, Gon¬ 
zalez said. 

The first 80 will be receiving 
their permits in the coming 
days. 

Gonzalez said that only 
about half of all applicants 
have submitted any of the 
required proof. 

“This tells us where the 
problem is,” he said. “The 
foreigners can’t obtain the 
documents.” 

The difficulty has worried 
advocates for migrants 
and frustrated many of 
the applicants, who have 
been waiting in long lines 
this summer to submit the 
piles of documents to show 
they meet the eligibility re¬ 
quirements, which include 
having come to the coun¬ 
try before October 2011. 
“These statistics are cer¬ 
tainly worrisome, and you 
might even say alarming,” 
said Horacio Rodriguez, 
head of migrafion policy 
af Cenfro Bono, a Jesuit 
organization that has as¬ 
sisted migrants, mostly from 
neighboring Haifi, to apply 
for legal status. 

Interior Minister Ramon 
Fadul has warned that mi¬ 
grants who don’t secure 
legal status under this pro¬ 
gram may face deporta¬ 
tion as the country seeks to 
gain greater control over 
its border. 

The program to allow mi¬ 
grants to seek legal status 
was approved in 2004 but 
stalled until the Supreme 
Court ordered the govern¬ 


ment to implement it in a 
ruling last September. The 
deadline for applying is 
May 31. 

In a separate part of the 
September ruling, the court 
also said people born to 
non-citizens do not auto¬ 
matically qualify for Domin¬ 


ican citizenship, retroac¬ 
tively stripping thousands 
of people of what they be¬ 
lieved to be their national¬ 
ity, and it directed the gov¬ 
ernment to enact a plan to 
resolve their status as well. 
The government yet done 
to do so. □ 


FOR SALE 
Franchise from Spain 

store located at prestigious Mall 
call after 10:00 am 
594-1496 

202506 



Marriott Aruba Surf 


Club 

GOLD Season 
Oceanside $9900 
Oceanview $9k 
Oceanfront $17k 
3 BEDRM OV $17k 
PLATINUM Season 
Oceanview $16k 
Oceanside $17500 
Oceanfront $27,500 
3 BEDRM OV $27k 
Plat. Plus Holiday 51 
OV $46k 

Plat. Plus NY 52 OV 
$49k 

Marriott Aruba Ocean 

club 

GOLD Season 
2B Ocean view $9k 
2B Oceanfront $14500 
IB Oceanfront $8500 
PLATINUM Season 
2B oceanview $18500 
2B Oceanfront $29k 
IB Oceanview $11500 
**Destination points 
available between $6.5 
and $7.5 per point. 

We are the #1 
Rental Timeshare 

agent for Aruba! 

We also RENT Aruba 
weeks for owners. 
Contact us to BUY, 
SELL or RENT any 


888-888-2204 Ext 111 
321-206-6293 Ext 111 
321-250-7164 Fax 

Fax Websjte: 

www.conciergerealty.com 



People line up to apply for Haitian identity cards at an office 
recently opened in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic. The 
Dominican Republic is approving the first residency and work 
permits for migrants under a new program. To qualify for legal 
residency, migrants must have come to the Dominican Repub¬ 
lic before October 2011. Migrants and advocates say the re¬ 
quired documentation is hard to come up with and many may 
not make it by the May 31 deadline. 

(AP Photo/Ezequiel Abiu Lopez) 
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How to reach us! 



DOCTOR 
_ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 
Dr. Esschendal 
San Nicolas 
Dr. Wever 



EMERGENCIA 


POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 


911 



PHARMACY 

Oranjestad: Trupiaal Tel: 583-8560 
San Nicolas: Centro Medico Tel: 584-5794 

INFORMATION 118 

SETAR 582-2116 

TAXI 582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 583-3232 

CRUiSESHiP 


September 1 

Monarch 


Aruba Aiport 
American Airline 
Avianca 
Dutch Antilles 
Insel Air 
Jet Blue 
Spirit Airlines 
Tiara Air 
Venezolana 


524-2424 

582-2700 

588-0059 

588-1900 

588-9314 

588-2244 

582- 7117 
588-4272 

583- 7674 



FOUNDATION 
FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 

(FApA)Jel: _583-299_9_ 

FUNDACION 
Respetami 
Teh 582-4433 _ 

Diabetic Foundation 

Arubano 

Teh 583-3808 _ 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3345 /586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 

Bloodbank Aruba 
Tel: 587-0002 
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Scientists dig into Ebola’s deadly DNA for clues 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A sin¬ 
gle funeral caused many. 
Stephen Gire and other 
health researchers on the 
ground in Africa had some 
hope that the Ebola out¬ 
break was coming under 
control or at least plateau- 
ing in late May. Then came 
the funeral of a healer 
in Guinea. More than a 
dozen of the mourners 
contracted the disease 
there, probably by wash¬ 
ing or touching the body, 
and took it to Sierra Leone, 
according to a new DNA 
mapping of the Ebola vi¬ 
rus that scientists hope 
will help them understand 
what makes this killer tick. 
“You had this huge burst 
after it looked like the out¬ 
break was starting to die 
down," Gire said. “It sort of 
threw a wrench in the re¬ 
sponse.” 

Ebola exploded after that 
funeral and has now killed 
at least 1,552 people in 
West Africa. It's probably 
more than that, with 40 
percent of the cases in the 
last three weeks, accord¬ 
ing to the World Health Or¬ 
ganization. WHO officials 
said Thursday the outbreak 
continues to accelerate 
and could reach more 
than 20,000 cases eventu¬ 
ally. 

Gire and more than 50 col¬ 
leagues — five of whom 
died from Ebola while 
fighting the outbreak in 
Africa — have mapped 
the genetic code of this 
strain of Ebola, and in so 
doing showed how cru¬ 
cial that May funeral was. 
They hope to use that to 
track mutations that could 
become more worrisome 
the longer the outbreak 
lasts. This detailed genetic 
mapping also could even¬ 
tually make a bit of a dif- 



This undated handout photo provided by the journal Science 
shows Augustine Goba, laboratory director at Kenema 
Government Hospital in Sierra Leone. Associated Press 


ference in the way doctors 
spot and fight the disease, 
especially with work in pre¬ 
liminary vaccines. 

On Thursday, officials at the 
National Institutes of Health 
announced that they were 
launching safety trials on 
a preliminary vaccine for 
Ebola. Researchers have 
already checked that still- 
not-tested vaccine against 
some of the more than 
350 mutations in this strain 
of Ebola to make sure the 
changes the disease is 
making won’t undercut 
science’s hurried efforts to 
fight it, said Pardis Sabeti, a 
scientist at Harvard Univer¬ 
sity and its affiliated Broad 
Institute. 

She and Gire, also at 
Broad and Harvard, are 
two of the lead authors of 
a study, published Thurs¬ 
day in the journal Science, 
that maps the killer disease 
strain based on specimens 
collected from 78 patients. 
The virus has mutated more 
than 300 times from previ¬ 
ous strains of Ebola, Gire 
said. Researchers have 
also pinpointed about 
50 places in the genetic 
code where the virus has 
changed since this out¬ 
break started. So far, they 
don’t know what any of 
those mutations mean, but 
they hope to find out. 
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Gire said it is mutating in 
the faster side of the nor¬ 
mal range for viruses of its 
type. That becomes wor¬ 
risome because as time 
goes on and the disease 
spreads, it gives the strain 
more opportunity to mu¬ 
tate into something even 
harder to fight, perhaps 
making it stronger or easier 


to spread, Sabeti said. It 
could also mutate to make 
it weaker. 

By putting the genetic un¬ 
derpinnings of this Ebola 
strain out in the public in 
a matter of days instead 
of the normal months or 
years, Sabeti hopes to ral¬ 
ly researchers worldwide 
to look at the data, the 
changes in the disease, 
and find something that 
could help. 

“We need to crowd source 
this outbreak response,” 
Sabeti said. “I want high 
school students analyzing 
this sequence. You want 
people in every country 
working to do something.” 
Because this “phenom¬ 
enally elegant study” is in 
real time, not years later, 
“it is worth its weight in 
whatever, gold, diamonds, 
platinum,” said Dr. Antho¬ 
ny Fauci, director of the 


National Institute of Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases. 
Fauci wasn't part of the 
study, but his agency did 
help fund it. 

This study is “terrific" and 
has academic and prac¬ 
tical value, said Erica Oll- 
mann Saphire, a Scripps 
Research Institute pro¬ 
fessor and co-director of 
the global virus network. 
Saphire, who wasn’t part 
of the study, said compa¬ 
nies that are trying to find 
therapies for people al¬ 
ready infected, such as 
those that use antibodies 
that bind to current strains, 
need to carefully track 
how this strain mutates to 
make sure their treatment 
works as best it can. 

Some have wondered if 
the virulence of this out¬ 
break is due to some 
more dangerous strain of 
EbolaO 


Mystery of Death Valley’s 
moving rocks solved 



This undated photo provided 
by the National Park Service 
shows rocks that have moved 
across a dry lake bed in 
Death Valley National Park in 
California's Mojave Desert. 

Associated Press 

DEATH VALLEY NATIONAL 
PARK, California (AP) — 

For years scientists have 
theorized about how large 
rocks — some weighing 
hundreds of pounds — zig¬ 
zag across Racetrack Pla- 
ya in Death Valley Nation¬ 
al Park, leaving long trails 
etched in the earth. 

Now two researchers at 
the Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography at the Uni¬ 
versity of California, San Di¬ 
ego, have photographed 
these “sailing rocks” being 
blown by light winds across 


the former lake bed. 
Cousins Richard Norris 
and James Norris said the 
movement is made pos¬ 
sible when ice sheets that 
form after rare overnight 
rains melt in the rising sun, 
making the hard ground 
muddy and slick. 

On Dec. 20, 2013, the cous¬ 
ins catalogued 60 rocks 
moving across the playa’s 
pancake-flat surface. 
“Observed rock move¬ 
ment occurred on sunny, 
clear days, following nights 
of sub-freezing tempera¬ 
tures,” they wrote in a re¬ 
port published Wednesday 
in the online scientific jour¬ 
nal PLOS ONE. 

The conclusion proves the¬ 
ories that have been float¬ 
ed since geologists began 
studying the moving rocks 
in the 1940s. 

The phenomenon doesn’t 
happen often because 
it rarely rains in the notori¬ 
ously hot and dry desert 
valley. 

The rocks move about 15 
feet (5 meters) per minute, 
according to the report. 
Richard Norris, 55, a pa- 
leobiologist at Scripps, 
and James, 59, a research 
engineer, launched their 


“Slithering Stones Research 
Initiative” in 2011, the Los 
Angeles Times reported. 
After getting permits from 
the National Park Service, 
they installed a weather 
station in the area and 
placed 15 stones equipped 
with global positioning de¬ 
vices on the playa. 

The “GPS stones,” which 
were engineered to re¬ 
cord movement and ve¬ 
locity, were stationed at 
the southern end of the 
playa where rocks begin 
their strange journeys after 
tumbling down a cliff. 

At the end of last year, 
Richard and James Norris 
returned to inspect the in¬ 
struments. 

“We found the playa cov¬ 
ered with ice," Richard re¬ 
called to the Times. “We 
also noticed fresh rock 
trails near shards of thin 
ice stacked up along the 
shoreline.” 

The following afternoon, 
“we were sitting on a 
mountainside and admir¬ 
ing the view when a light 
wind kicked up and the ice 
started cracking," he said. 
“Suddenly, the whole pro¬ 
cess unfolded before our 
eyes."0 
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Jolie, Pitt wed 
privately at 
chateau in France 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Film Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The wait 
is finally over: Brad Pitt and 
Angelina Jolie, Hollywood’s 
reigning royal couple, have 
tied the knot. 

Despite two years of fever¬ 
ish scrutiny, the pair man¬ 
aged to keep one of the 
world’s most anticipated 
weddings shrouded from 
the media’s glare. 

When? Where? Why 
haven’t they yet? Did they 
already? The celebrity press 
and “Brangelina” fans alike 
had been consumed with 
the matrimonial mystery. 
Then on Thursday, a spokes¬ 
man for the couple quietly 
confirmed to The Associat¬ 
ed Press that Hollywood's 
undisputed royal couple 
had wed Saturday in a pri¬ 
vate ceremony in Southern 
France. 

Jolie and Pitt exchanged 
vows in a small chapel at 
the Chateau Miraval in the 
Provence hamlet of Cor- 
rens. Since 2008, Miraval 
has been their Southern 
France home, a sprawling 
estate they bought three 
years ago. 

The union was less a vow 
of commitment than the 
official affirmation of one 
made long ago. Pitt and 
Jolie have been together 
nearly a decade and have 
six children, all of whom 
participated in the wed¬ 
ding. 

The wedding may have 
been cloaked in secrecy, 
but Pitt and Jolie are pre¬ 
paring to be a big pres¬ 
ence at the movies this fall. 
Pitt stars in the upcoming 
World War II drama “Fury,” 
due out Oct. 17. Jolie’s sec¬ 
ond directorial effort, the 
World War II odyssey “Un¬ 
broken,” will be released in 
December. 

On Thursday, Pitt was far 
from any honeymoon hide¬ 
away. Instead, he was at 
the Bovington Tank Mu¬ 
seum in Dorset, U.K., pro¬ 
moting “Fury,” a brutal tale 
about a tank of American 
soldiers rolling through Eu¬ 
rope in the final days of 


World War II. 

Both movies could be ma¬ 
jor players in Hollywood’s 
award season, which last 
year was dominated by a 
film produced by Pitt, the 
best picture-winning his¬ 
torical drama “12 Years a 
Slave.” At Saturday’s cer¬ 
emony, Jolie walked the 
aisle with her eldest sons, 
13-year-old Maddox and 
10-year-old Pax. Daughters 
Zahara, 9, and Vivienne, 6, 
threw flower petals. Eight- 
year-old Shiloh and Knox, 6, 
served as ring bearers, the 
couple’s spokesman said. 

In advance of the nonde- 
nominational civil ceremo¬ 
ny, Pitt and Jolie obtained 
a marriage license from a 
local California judge. The 
judge also conducted the 
ceremony in France. 

Pitt once said that he 
didn’t want to marry un¬ 
til gay marriage was legal 
everywhere, but in recent 
years, the couple had said 
publicly they intended to. 
They were engaged in ear¬ 
ly 2012 after some seven 
years together. 

“It’s an exciting prospect, 
even though for us, we've 
gone further than that,” Pitt 
told The AP in an interview 
in November 2012. “But to 
concretize it in that way, 
it actually means more to 
me than I thought it would. 
It means a lot to our kids.” 
This is the second marriage 
for Pitt, who wed Jennifer 
Aniston in 2000. They di¬ 
vorced in 2005. 

Jolie was previously mar¬ 
ried to British actor Jonny 
Lee Miller for three years 
in the late 1990s and to 
Billy Bob Thornton for three 
years before divorcing in 
2003. Jolie has said she and 
Pitt fell in love while mak¬ 
ing the 2005 film “Mr. & Mrs. 
Smith.” 

Jolie won the supporting 
actress Oscar for “Girl, In¬ 
terrupted" in 1999 and was 
nominated for the best- 
actress Oscar for 2008's 
“Changeling.” Pitt shared 
the Academy Award for 
best picture for “12 Years a 
Slave.”□ 



this Friday, June 13, 2014, file photo, U.S. actress Angelina Jolie, Special Envoy of the United Na¬ 
tions High Commissioner for Refugees, accompanied by her partner and U.S. actor Brad Pitt arrive 
at the “End Sexual Violence in Conflict” summit in London. 

Associated Press 
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Officials: Joan Rivers rushed 
to New York City hospital 



In this Jan. 19, 2012, file photo, Joan Rivers attends a screen¬ 
ing of the Season 2 premiere of WE TV’s “Joan & Melissa: Joan 
Knows Best?” in New York. 

Associated Press 


JAKE PEARSON 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Joan 
Rivers is in a New York City 
hospital Thursday after she 
was rushed from a doctor’s 
office when she went into 
cardiac arrest, police and 
hospital officials said. 

The 81-year-old comedi¬ 
an’s condition wasn’t im¬ 
mediately known. 

“This morning, Joan Rivers 
was taken to The Mount 
Sinai Hospital in New York, 
where she is being attend¬ 
ed to. Her family wants to 
thank everybody for their 
outpouring of love and 
support,” said Sid Dinsay, a 
spokesman for Mount Sinai 
Hospital. “We will provide 
an update on her condi¬ 
tion as it becomes avail¬ 
able.” 

New York City police of¬ 
ficials, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity 
because they weren’t au¬ 
thorized to publicly name 
Rivers, said she was taken 
to the hospital just after 
9:30 a.m. Thursday. It was 
unclear why she was visit¬ 
ing the doctor’s office. 
Rivers’ representatives 
didn't immediately re¬ 
spond to requests for com¬ 
ment. 

The entertainer has logged 
a half-century in show 
business and gave rise to 
red carpet commentary 
— and the snarky criticism 
that often accompanies 
it. Her signature red carpet 
query: “Who are you wear¬ 
ing?" 

She continues to maintain 
a busy schedule, and was 
to perform a show Friday 
at the Count Basie Theatre 
in Red Bank, New Jersey. 
That show was postponed 
because of her hospitaliza¬ 
tion. 

Rivers spoke at an em¬ 
ployee event at Time Inc. 
in New York on Wednes¬ 
day night and appeared 
healthy, practically jog¬ 
ging when she walked in 
to take her seat, said Shira 
Blum, an online project 
manager. 

“She seemed totally 
healthy,” Blum said. “She 
was very energetic, hilari¬ 
ous, funny. And it was such 


a shock, a surprise to hear 
the news this morning.” 
Rivers took questions and 
said she wakes up every 
morning and “is thank¬ 
ful that everything works,” 
Blum said.An early and out¬ 
spoken proponent of cos¬ 
metic surgery. Rivers’ dras¬ 
tically altered her appear¬ 
ance over the years — and 
found plenty of material for 
jokes. (“I’ve had so much 
plastic surgery, when I die 
they will donate my body 
to Tupperware.") 

The host of “Fashion Po¬ 
lice” on E! network. Rivers 
also presides over an on¬ 
line talk show, “In Bed With 


NEW YORK (AP) — Shakira 
is pregnant with baby No. 
2 . 

The Colombian singer 
made the announcement 
on her Facebook and Twit¬ 
ter pages on Thursday. Her 
representative confirmed 
that the accounts were 
real. 

The Grammy winner wrote: 
“Yes, we are expecting our 
second baby!! Thank you 
all for your well wishes!” 

No more details about the 
pregnancy were revealed. 
Shakira and soccer player 
Gerard Pique, 27, wel¬ 
comed their son, Milan 
Pique Mebarak, last year. 
Pique, who is from Barce¬ 
lona, is a soccer player for 


Joan” and co-stars with her 
daughter, Melissa, on the 
WEtv reality show, “Joan & 
Melissa: Joan Knows Best?" 
Her latest book, “Diary of a 
Mad Diva,” was released 
this summer. 

In 2009, Rivers emerged as 
the winner of NBC's “The 
Celebrity Apprentice.” A 
documentary, “Joan Riv¬ 
ers: A Piece of Work,” pre¬ 
miered in theaters in 2010. 
A native of New York, Riv¬ 
ers originally entered show 
business with the dream 
of a theatrical career, but 
comedy became a way to 
pay the bills while she audi¬ 
tioned for acting rolesO 



In this July 13, 2014 file photo, 
singer Shakira carries her son 
Milan after she performed 
during the closing ceremony 
prior to the World Cup final 
soccer match between Ger¬ 
many and Argentina at the 
Maracana Stadium in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 

Associated Press 
FC Barcelona. 
Grammy-winning Shakira, 
37, released her self-titled 
10th album in March. □ 


Shakira is pregnant 
with baby No. 2 




In this Thursday, May 8, 2014, file photo, Bruce Springsteen per¬ 
forms during the USC Shoah Foundation’s 20th anniversary Am¬ 
bassadors for Humanity gala in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 

Springsteen picture 
book out in November 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Boss 
is getting into the picture 
book business. 

“Outlaw Pete,” which is 
based on a ballad from 
Bruce Springsteen’s “Work¬ 
ing on a Dream” album, 
will be published by Simon 
& Schuster on Nov. 4. The 
publisher said Thursday 
that the book will feature 
Springsteen’s lyrics and il¬ 
lustrations by Frank Caruso. 
Springsteen’s song was 


inspired by the children's 
book “Brave Cowboy Bill," 
which came out in 1950. 
Springsteen has said that 
his mother used to tell him 
bedtime stories about 
Cowboy Bill. 

Another rock ‘n’ roll super- 
star, Keith Richards, has a 
picture book out this fall. 
“Gus & Me,” scheduled for 
release Sept. 9, is a tribute 
to Richards’ grandfather, 
musician Gus Dupree.Q 


William Greaves, TV host 
and filmmaker, dead at 87 


HILLEL ITALIE 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Wil¬ 
liam Greaves, the Emmy- 
award winning co-host 
and executive producer 
of a groundbreaking tele¬ 
vision news program and 
a prolific filmmaker whose 
subjects ranged from Mu¬ 
hammad Ali to the Harlem 
Renaissance to the black 
middle class, has died at 
age 87. 

Greaves died Monday at 
his Manhattan home after 
a prolonged illness, ac¬ 
cording to his granddaugh¬ 
ter, Liani Greaves. 

A minister’s son born in New 
York City, Greaves had a 
diverse background that 
included drawing, acting, 
dance and engineering. 
He leaves behind a vast 
film archive of black art 
and culture. 

Greaves made hundreds 


of movies, and in the 1960s, 
he served as co-host and 
executive producer of 
“Black Journal,” among 
the first TV news programs 
designed for a black audi¬ 
ence. “Black Journal” won 
an Emmy in 1970 for excel¬ 
lence in public affairs. 

He studied engineering at 
City College of New York, 
but dropped out to pursue 
a career in the performing 
arts. 

He joined the American 
Negro Theatre, where fel¬ 
low members included 
Harry Belafonte and Sidney 
Poitier, and was briefly part 
of The Actors Studio, with 
Marlon Brando among his 
peers. 

Greaves appeared in “Lost 
in the Stars,” “Lost Bound¬ 
aries” and other movies, 
but he became frustrated 
with the roles offered black 
performers.O 
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The Golf Address 



The Making of a Disaster 


MAUREEN DOWD 
© 2014 New York Times 

Fore! Score? And 7 trillion rounds 
ago, our forecaddies brought 
forth on this continent a new 
playground, conceived by Rob¬ 
ert Trent Jones, and dedicated to 
the proposition that all men are 
created equal when it comes to 
spending as much time on the 
links as possible - even when it 
seems totally inappropriate, like 
moments after making a solemn 
statement condemning the grisly 
murder of a 40-year-old Ameri¬ 
can journalist beheaded by the 
Islamic State. 

I know reporters didn’t get a 
chance to ask questions, but I 
had to bounce. I had a 1 p.m. 
tee time at Vineyard Golf Club 
with Alonzo Mourning and a 
part-owner of the Boston Celt¬ 
ics. Hillary and I agreed when we 
partied with Vernon Jordan up 
here, hanging out with celebri¬ 
ties and rich folks is fun. 

Now we are engaged in a great 
civil divide in Ferguson, which 
does not even have a golf 
course, and that’s why I had a 
“logistical” issue with going there. 
We are testing whether that 
community, or any community 
so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure when the na¬ 
tion’s leader wants nothing more 
than to sink a birdie putt. 

We are met on a great field of 
that battle, not Augusta, not 
Pebble Beach, not Bethpage 
Black, not Burning Tree, but 
Farm Neck Golf Club in Martha’s 
Vineyard, which we can’t get 
enough of - me, Alonzo, Ray Al¬ 
len and Marvin Nicholson, my 
trip director and favorite golf¬ 
ing partner who has played 134 
rounds and counting with me. 
We have to dedicate a portion 
of that field as a final resting 
place for my presidency, if I keep 
swinging from behind. 

Yet it is altogether fitting and 
proper that I should get to play 
as much golf as I want, despite 
all the lame jokes about how 
golf is turning into “a real handi¬ 
cap” for my presidency and how 
I have to “stay the course” with 
the Islamic State. I’ve heard all 
the carping that I should be in 
the Situation Room droning and 
plinking the bad folks. I know 
some people think I should go to 
Ferguson. Don’t they understand 
that I’ve delegated the Martin 
Luther King Jr. thing to Eric Hold¬ 
er? Plus, Valerie Jarrett and Al 
Sharpton have it under control. 

I know it doesn’t look good to 
have pictures of me grinning in 
a golf cart juxtaposed with ones 


of James Foley’s parents crying, 
and a distraught David Cam¬ 
eron rushing back from his va¬ 
cation after only one day, and 
the Pentagon news conference 
with Chuck Hagel and General 
Dempsey on the failed mission to 
rescue the hostages in Syria. 
We’re stuck in the rough, going 
to war all over again in Iraq and 
maybe striking Syria, too. Every 
time Chuck says the Islamic State 
is “beyond anything we’ve ever 
seen,” I sprout seven more gray 
hairs. But my cool golf caps cov¬ 
er them. If only I could just play 
through the rest of my presiden¬ 
cy. 

The Islamic State is brutally killing 
hostages because we won’t pay 
ransoms, rumbles of coups with 
our puppets in Iraq and Afghani¬ 
stan, the racial caldron in Fer¬ 
guson, the Ebola outbreak, the 
Putin freakout - there’s enough 
awful stuff going on to give any¬ 
one the yips. 

So how can you blame me for 
wanting to unwind on the course 
or for five hours at dinner with 
my former assistant chef? He’s 
a great organic cook, and he’s 
got a gluten-free backyard put¬ 
ting green. 

But, in a larger sense, we can 
dedicate, we can consecrate, 
we can hallow this ground where 
I can get away from my wife, my 
mother-in-law, Uncle Joe, Con¬ 
gress and all the other hazards in 
my life. 

The brave foursomes, living and 
dead, who struggled here in the 
sand, in the trees, in the water, 
have consecrated it, far above 
our poor power to add or sub¬ 
tract a few strokes to improve 
our score. Bill Clinton was Mr. Mul¬ 
ligan, and he is twice as popular 
as I am. 

The world will little note, nor long 
remember, what we shot here, or 
why I haven’t invited a bunch of 
tiresome congressmen to tee it 
up. I’m trying to relax, guys. So I’d 
much rather stay in the bunker 
with my usual bros. 

Why don’t you play 18 with Mitch 
McConnell? And John Boehner is 
a lot better than me, so I don’t 
want to play with him. 

It is for us, the duffers, rather, to 
be dedicated here to the un¬ 
finished work which they who 
played here have thus far so no¬ 
bly advanced to get young folks 
to stop spurning a game they 
find slow and boring. 

It is rather for us to be here dedi¬ 
cated to the great task remain¬ 
ing before us of getting rid of our 
slice on the public’s dime - that 
from this honored green we 
take increased devotion to that 
cause for which Bobby Jones, 
Jack Nicklaus, Tiger Woods and 
Rory Mcllroy gave their last full 
measure of devotion - and div¬ 
ots. 

We here highly resolve that these 
golfing greats shall not have 
competed in vain, especially 
poor Tiger, and that this nation, 
under par, shall have a new birth 
of freedom to play the game 
that I have become unnaturally 
obsessed with, and that golf of 
the people, by the people, for 
the people shall not perish from 
the earth. 

So help me Golf. □ 



ROGER COHEN 
© 2014 New York Times 

LONDON - Almost 13 years after 
9/11, a jihadi organization with 
a murderous anti-Western ideol¬ 
ogy controls territory in Iraq and 
Syria, which are closer to Europe 
and the United States than Af¬ 
ghanistan is. It commands re¬ 
sources and camps and even a 
Syrian military base. It spreads its 
propaganda through social me¬ 
dia. It has set the West on edge 
through the recorded behead¬ 
ing of the U.S. journalist James 
Foley - with the promise of more 
to come. What went wrong? The 
United States and its allies did not 
go to war to eradicate al-Qaida 
camps in Afghanistan only to 
face - after the expenditure of 
so much blood and treasure - a 
more proximate terrorist threat 
with an al-Qaida-like ideology. 
The “war on terror,” it seems, pro¬ 
duced only a metastasized vari¬ 
ety of terror. 

More than 500, and perhaps as 
many as 800, British Muslims have 
headed for Syria and Iraq to en¬ 
list in the jihadi ranks. In France, 
that number stands at about 900. 
Two adolescent girls, 15 and 17, 
were detained last week in Paris 
and face charges of conspiring 
with a terrorist organization. 

The ideological appeal of the 
likes of the Islamic State is intact. 
It may be increasing, despite 
efforts to build an interfaith dia¬ 


logue, reach out to moderate 
Islam, and pre-empt radicaliza- 
tion. 

“One minute you are trying to 
pay bills, the next you’re running 
around Syria with a machine 
gun,” said Ghaffar Hussain, the 
managing director of the Quil- 
liam Foundation, a British re¬ 
search group that seeks to tackle 
religious extremism. “Many young 
British Muslims are confused 
about their identity, and they 
buy into a narrow framework 
that can explain events. Jihad- 
ists hand them a simplistic nar¬ 
rative of good versus evil. They 
give them camaraderie and cer¬ 
tainty. ISIS makes them feel part 
of a grand struggle.” (ISIS is an 
acronym sometimes used for the 
Islamic State.) 

A large part of Western failure 
has been the inability to counter 
the attraction of such extrem¬ 
ism. Perhaps racked with histori¬ 
cal guilt, European nations with 
populations from former colonies 
often seem unable to celebrate 
their values of freedom, democ¬ 
racy and the rule of law. Mean¬ 
while, in the Arab world the cen¬ 
tral hope of the Arab Spring has 
been dashed: that more open 
and representative societies 
would reduce the frustration that 
leads to extremism. 

President Barack Obama 
shunned the phrase “war on ter¬ 
ror” to distance himself from the 
policies of President George W. 
Bush. But in reality he chose to 
pursue the struggle by other mili¬ 
tary means. He stepped up drone 
attacks on several fronts. His most 
conspicuous success was the kill¬ 
ing of Osama bin Laden in 2011. 
The curtain, it seemed, had fallen 
on America’s post-9/11 trauma. 
Then, a little more than three 
years after bin Laden’s death, 
the Islamic State overran the Iraqi 
city of Mosul and the world woke 
up to the radicalization through 
the festering Syrian war of anoth¬ 
er generation of Muslims; youths 
drawn to the slaughter of infidels 
(as well as Shiite Muslims) and the 
far-fetched notion of recreating 
an Islamic caliphate under Sha¬ 


riah law. 

When a hooded Islamic State 
henchman with a British accent 
beheaded Foley last week, the 
new threat acquired urgency at 
last. 

The list of American errors is 
long: Bush’s ill-conceived and 
bungled war in Iraq; a failure to 
deal with the fact that two allies, 
Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, have 
been major sources and funders 
of violent Sunni extremism; an 
inability to seize opportunity in 
Egypt, home to nearly a quar¬ 
ter of the world’s Arabs, and so 
demonstrate that Arab societies 
can evolve out of the radicaliz¬ 
ing confrontation of dictatorship 
and Islamism; a prolonged spate 
of dithering over the Syrian war 
during which Obama declared 
three years ago that “the time 
has come for President Assad to 
step aside” without having any 
plan to achieve that; a lack of re¬ 
solve in Syria that saw Obama set 
a red line on the use of chemical 
weapons only to back away from 
military force when chemical 
weapons were used; an inability 
to see that no one loves an Arab 
vacuum like jihadi extremists, and 
a bloody vacuum was precisely 
what Obama allowed Syria to 
become; and inattention, until it 
was too late, to festering sectar¬ 
ian conflict in a broken Iraqi soci¬ 
ety left to its fate by a complete 
U.S. withdrawal. 

The chicken that came home to 
roost from the Syrian debacle is 
called the Islamic State. It is not 
al-Qaida. But, as the journalist 
Patrick Cockburn has noted, al- 
Qaida “is an idea rather than an 
organization, and this has long 
been the case.” 

Islamic State grew through U.S. 
weakness - the setting of objec¬ 
tives and red lines in Syria that 
proved vacuous. But the deep¬ 
est U.S. and Western defeat has 
been ideological. As Hussain 
said, “If you don’t have a con¬ 
certed strategy to undermine 
their narrative, their values, their 
worldview, you are not going to 
succeed. Everyone in society has 
to take on the challenge.”□ 
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Teens Pass Over Latest Clothing Trends in Favor of Tech 


ELIZABETH A. HARRIS 
RACHEL ABRAMS 
© 2014 New York Times 

For some teenagers, wear¬ 
ing last season’s jeans will 
always be unthinkable. 

But a growing number con¬ 
sider texting on a dated 
smartphone even worse. 
For teenage apparel retail¬ 
ers, that screen-obsessed 
teenager poses a big 
threat in the still-important 
back-to-school sales sea¬ 
son. 

Muscle shirts and strategi¬ 
cally ripped jeans no lon¬ 
ger provide an assured 


spot for retailers like Hol¬ 
lister and American Eagle 
Outfitters in the market¬ 
place of what’s cool at an 
American high school. The 
social cachet these days 
involves waving the latest 
in hand-held technology. 
“Clothes aren't as impor¬ 
tant to me,” said Olivia 
D'Amico, a 16-year-old 
from New York, as she 
shopped at Hollister with 
her sister and a friend. “Half 
the time I don't really buy 
any brands. I just bought 
a pair of fake Doc Mar¬ 
tens because I don’t really 
care.” 

She probably spends more 
on technology because 


she likes to “stay connect¬ 
ed,” she said. 

“It's definitely more excit¬ 
ing for a lot of teenagers 
to have a new phone that 
can do lots of cool stuff 
than clothing,” said Nicole 
Myers, 19, a model in New 
York who emerged from 
an Apple store Monday 
with a new iPhone that 
cost about $200. “A phone 
keeps you much more en¬ 
tertained. It’s a better dis¬ 
traction than clothing." 
Analysts and trend-spotters 
agree that a major shift 
in teenage trends, and in 


teenage spending, is un¬ 
derway. John Morris, a re¬ 
tail analyst at BMO Capital 
Markets, says that his regu¬ 
lar focus groups with teen¬ 
agers about what trends 
they find most appealing 
often stray from clothing. 
“You try to get them talk¬ 
ing about what's the next 
look, what they’re excited 
about purchasing in ap¬ 
parel, and the conversa¬ 
tion always circles back 
to the iPhone 6,” he said. 
“You get them talking 
about crop tops, you get 
a nice little debate about 
high-waist going, but the 
conversation keeps shifting 
back.” 


The teenage apparel sec¬ 
tor of refailing, whose sales 
account for abouf 15 per¬ 
cent of all apparel sales, 
according to the NPD 
Group, is in a deep slump 
as sales have declined 
over the last several quar¬ 
ters. Aside from the atten¬ 
tion given to tech items like 
phones, apps and acces¬ 
sories, some longstanding 
retailers have been hard hit 
by competition from fast- 
fashion stores like Forever 
21 and H&M, which offer 
up-to-the-minute trends at 
low prices. Online shop¬ 


ping has also reduced mall 
traffic among feenage 
consumers, and fhe popu¬ 
larity of Instagram whips 
fads around so quickly that 
teenagers are not chasing 
one enduring fashion item. 
Young shoppers are the 
first to point out the use of 
phones in e-commerce. 
“You can shop online for 
clothes on your phone,” 
Caitlin Flaywood, 15, a high 
school sophomore from 
New York, said on her way 
info a Hollister in downtown 
Manhattan. A fan of fhe 
store’s “California style,” 
she also noted that she 
owned many decorative 
coverings so that she could 


accessorize her phone. 
That’s a fashion state¬ 
ment itself, she suggested. 
“When you take pictures, 
people see your case,” she 
said. 

In fact, accessories like 
crystal-studded phone 
cases or neon-colored 
headphones are high on a 
teenager's shopping list. 
“Having a cool phone to 
show you’re plugged in is a 
huge part of people's style, 
a huge part of life fhese 
days,” said Eva Chen, edi¬ 
tor in chief of Lucky Mag¬ 
azine, adding fhaf teen¬ 


agers used smartphones 
to signal status in the way 
men used to do with or¬ 
nate watches. 

A bright spot for teenage 
retailers might be the eco¬ 
nomics of the phone mar¬ 
ket, since most teenagers 
do not have the money to 
buy the newest iPhone or 
Samsung Galaxy the mo¬ 
ment it is released. 
Stephanie Wissink, a man¬ 
aging director at Piper Jaf- 
fray, said that after several 
years of strong growth, the 
percentage of money that 
teenagers spend on elec¬ 
tronics appeared to have 
stabilized at around 8 or 9 
percent. Cellphone pene¬ 


tration is high and children 
must generally wait for their 
next upgrade for fheir nexf 
device, she said. 

Buf technology does seem 
to indirectly influence other 
spending habits, she said. 
For the first time, Piper Jaf- 
fray’s semiannual survey 
of teenagers in the spring 
found that they spent more 
money on food - just barely 
topping clothing - than any 
other category. 

“There's this magnetism to 
restaurant environments,” 
Wissink said. “So we talked 
to teens about why, and 
it’s the free Wi-Fi.” 

“I’m addicted to Insta¬ 
gram,” said Ann Borrero, 
a 19-year-old who attends 
high school in Brooklyn and 
has a running list of the res¬ 
taurants she often chooses 
to get Internet access. “I 
just usually know, like Mc¬ 
Donald’s always have Wi¬ 
Fi, little cafes always have 
Wi-Fi." Top executives at 
traditional retailers have 
felt the strain of quarter af¬ 
ter quarter of disappoint¬ 
ing results, and many of 
those companies have un¬ 
dergone upheaval in their 
top ranks. This month, the 
chief executive of Aero- 
postale, Thomas P. John¬ 
son, agreed to step down 
and be succeeded by his 
predecessor, Julian R. Gei¬ 
ger. In January, the chief 
executive of American Ea¬ 
gle, Robert L. Hanson, left 
the company after only 
two years in the position. 
And that same month, Ab¬ 
ercrombie & Fitch split the 
role of chairman and chief 
executive under pressure 
from investors. 

In addition to changes in 
the teenage-specific land¬ 
scape, retailers across a 
range of categories are 
learning how to manage 
a back-to-school season 
that has shifted significantly 
in recent years. While still a 
crucial season tor retailers, 
its window has become 
less delineated, sometimes 
starting a bit later and of¬ 
ten lasting past the begin¬ 
ning of the school year. 
“The grave mistake was to 
annually assume that the 
back-to-school shopper 
was going to show up like 
clockwork in July and buy 
goods in that time frame," 
Morris of BMO said. □ 



Nicole Myers, 19, a model, outside of the Apple store in New York, Aug. 25, 2014. For teenage apparel retailers, screen-obsessed 
teenagers who care less about the latest clothing trend and more about the newest smartphone, computer, gaming and music 
technology pose a big threat to the still-important back-to-school sales season. (Hiroko Masuike/The New York Times) 











